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“Teaching About CHRIST, Leading To CHRIST, Caring Like CHRIST.” 

       Thank You To All The Volunteers Who Make This Newsletter Possible And To All The Members Of Trinity Who So  
Willingly Give Of Their Time And Talents To Serve Their Lord In Various Capacities! 

18 

9858 North Street 
Reese, Michigan 48757 
989-868-9901 
TrinityReese.org 
 
Pastor Daniel Burhop 
Principal Levi Bringold 
 

 November 2019 

OFFICE HOURS (Church) 
M-F 9:00 am — 3:00 pm 
Mrs. Mossner 

OFFICE HOURS (school) 
M-F  7:30 am—3:30 pm 
Mrs. Britton 
 

From the Pastor: 
“Thanksgiving and Prayer” 

 
There are many different ways to refer to prayers, especially our prayers before meals.  We call them 

“table prayers”, or we “say grace”. Another phrase we use is this: “let’s give thanks.”  Maybe we 

should use that more often with all of our prayers. Consider these two verses:  
 
1) 1 Timothy 2:1 “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people.”  
 
2) Philippians 4:6  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and suppli-

cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
 
When you pray, how often do you do it “with thanksgiving”?  I know most of my prayers (both for 

myself and for my family and for our congregation members) usually end up being “4th petition pray-

ers”.  “Give us this day our daily bread”.  Of course, I’m not simply praying for bread, but for all of 

those things that are contained in that “bread” as we learn in the Catechism: “Daily bread includes eve-

rything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, 

house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, 

devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputa-

tion, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”  



 

Board of Elders  
Deaths:                             0                                                           Transfers Out:                     0 
Baptisms:                         0                                                           Confirmation:                     0 
Releases:                          0                                                           Affirmation of Faith:          0 
Transfers in:                     2 
Membership as of  10/26  Baptized 1031      Communicant        837        Associate 13 
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This isn’t bad in itself!  Jesus invites us to ask for these things and He wants us to ask for these 

things.  What a blessing that we get to do this! These are the things we worry about and are anxious 

about and God tells us to bring these cares to Him.  Consider again what Paul writes to the Philippi-

ans, “in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God.”  When you pray for these things, do you do it in thanksgiving?  When you pray for things we 

need, are you giving thanks?   
 
If not, I invite you and encourage you to try to make all of your prayers with thanksgiving this 

month.  What does that look like? Well, maybe when you are battling a cold or flu, you can start by 

saying “Lord, I thank you for all the times you have brought me through sickness in the past; I thank 

you for the good health you’ve given me that I’ve taken for granted on many occasions.  Thank you 

for the ways you give us to be healed, through doctors and nurses, medications and other gifts. I pray 

that this time you will do the same, and lead me to realize it! Amen.”   
 
When money gets tight (and we need to remember this not just in our homes, but in the church as 

well) pray, “I thank you my heavenly Father through Jesus Christ Your Son, that you have graciously 

been with me in the past.  You have brought my family (or church) through many difficult times. 

Thank you for blessing us with what we’ve needed, and for teaching us what truly matters in times 

that we’ve lacked. I pray that you would be with us again, and make it so that we are able to do what 

we’ve been called to do as a family (or church!), to love You and to love our neighbors.” 
 
St. Paul’s words are healthy for us to consider.  If we would make all of our prayers “with thanksgiv-

ing” we would perhaps start to focus not just on what is ahead, but also what we’ve been 

through.  Perhaps that would help ease our anxiousness over present situations and open our eyes to 

see what God has done for us in the past. 
 
Here is the most important point of looking backwards: if we look back far enough, we end up at the 

cross.  As St. Paul writes in Romans 8, “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”  Does that mean God will answer every 

prayer the way we would like? No, but when we look back to the cross and see God’s love for us, we 

know that there is nothing He would not do for us if it was good for us.  We can then pray, with Je-

sus, “not my will, but Thy will be done.” Knowing that, the anxiousness and worries begin to disap-

pear in thanksgiving  
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Preschool 4’s: We care for others by bringing food and paper products for needy families in Reese. 
 
Miss Ii will have us talking about infants. Sometimes infants have a rash of red dots all over them. At Jesus time we hear how Ja-
cob and Rachel have a baby, Joseph. 
 
Miss Ee is weak, and needs to exercise. We will exercise at Gym Jesters, a wonderful field trip. At Jesus time we hear how Jacob 
took care of Joseph and gave him a new coat. God gives us parents who take care of us. 
 
Mr. Bb has buttons all over his clothes. We start our Christmas story with the angel visiting Mary to tell her the news that she has 
been chosen to the mother of Jesus. 
 
Thanksgiving Week we are going to make a Thank You God banner, with pictures of ways God has blessed us. 
 
Preschool 3’s: This month we are bringing food to share with families who are in need in our Reese Community. 
 
Old Mother Hubbard had no food in her cupboard for her dog. We are playing grocery store in our room. 
 
Little Tommy Tucker sang for his supper as we will practice songs to sing for others. Thursday, December 19th, we will have our 
Christmas program. 
 
Bye Baby Bunting will have a blind in our room for us to look for God’s woodland creatures. Mr. Scott will come in to show us ani-
mal skins. 
 
We sing the prayer: “Thank You for the World So Sweet, Thank You for the food we eat, Thank you, for the birds that sing, Thank 
You God for everything!” 
 
Afternoon Kids: We are having fun counting our new pattern: 1 thing,2 things,1 thing ,2 things.. We are learning to read the num-
bers in the 30 - 40 range. 
 
We have had great books to read this year, starting off the year with books about space, then the Pete the Cat series, and then 
Pinkalicious. What fun we have had making crafts with the stories. This month we will be reading the Old Woman Who Swallowed 
a fly & etc. series.  
Ms. Wheeler  

Fifth and Sixth grades have just finished the book, My Side of the Mountain and their projects are in the hallway for all to see. 

They constructed the tree home that Sam scraped out and made inside a hemlock tree in the Adirondacks. We are now reading 

Stone Fox, which is about a boy trying to save his grandfather's farm in Wyoming by entering a sled dog race where the first 

prize is just enough to pay the back taxes that are owed. A fifth grader from our school just won the local Fire Safety Poster 

Contest and will go on to the County level. Harvest parties will be on Friday, November 1st. Seventh and Eighth grades are 

working on their “My Personal Michigan Hero” essays and we are reading Tuck Everlasting in Literature class. The first quarter 

ends this week, with Parent/Teacher Conferences on Wednesday, October 30th.  Yours in Christ,   Carol Eyster  
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We have enjoyed this past month with walks to buy pumpkins and see how they are all different just 

like we are, exploring the trees and monsters in the “dinosaur” park across the street and chasing 

squirrels. We made Indian corn to decorate the 3's and 4's classroom door and “Itsy, bitsy” toddler 

spiders on the toddler room door. We made jack-o-lanterns and spiders with our hands. We would 

like to thank all those parents and friends that came to see our Halloween Parade. 

 

Now we will be looking forward to Thanksgiving and remembering all the blessings God has given us 

this year. We will look at ways we can show our thankfulness to our family and friends. Activities will 

include making turkeys, making and eating stone soup, whipped cream and fruit salad. We will play in 

the leaves we find in the park and collect some to look at and admire the colors. 

 

We are looking for loving individuals to work part time for a couple of hours in the afternoons when 

children come back after school. We have many children who arrive early in the morning and stay 

until later in the day, especially in the infant and toddler rooms. For more information please call 

Vickie Bull at 989-868-9901 or email Vickie at trinitychildcaredirector@gmail.com.  

 
“Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.” - Colossians 3:16-17 
 

November is a weird month. Really, it starts off with fall-like weather, and more often than not it ends 
with snow. We go from pumpkins to snowflakes the day after Thanksgiving. Nowadays, it seems as 
though we gloss right over Thanksgiving and we go straight to Christmas. More, more, more! You 
don’t spend a lot of money for Thanksgiving. Retail stores don’t make money off of Thanksgiving. 
There’s no such thing as a “Thanksgiving Santa” who gives little children hundreds of dollars of gifts. 
Instead, we’re to remember what we have and to be thankful for that.  
 
Buying things for Christmas is not a bad thing. In fact, it drives a large sector of the economy and most 
retail stores make more money during the holiday season than the rest of the year combined. People 
tend to be generous for Christmas and that is definitely a good thing. However, it also leaves Thanks-
giving as the “JV” holiday in the latter months of the year. Sad! 
 
We end October with Reformation Day and begin November with All Saints’ Day. These two dates 
truly show the dichotomy of our Christian lives and are dates that point us to Jesus, for which we 
should ever be thankful. We celebrated Reformation Day to end October. Often, we simply think of 
Luther nailing the 95 theses to the Castle Church door. Yes, that is what happened on October 31st, 
1517, but it certainly means more than just that. It means that the Gospel is free. It means that Jesus 
dying for YOU is not something that we have to work for (as the Roman Church taught/still teaches). 
It means that our sins are forgiven without our works or anything we do ourselves (Eph. 2:8-9). Like-
wise, All Saint’s Day reminds us of the Church Triumphant. It reminds us of our loved ones, our heros, 
and our brothers and sisters in the faith that have gone before us. Because of the Gospel, our victory 
is won. Jesus gives us the most precious gift of all: the crown of life!  
 
So how about we focus in the month of November on being thankful Christians? St. Paul tells us in 
Colossians 3 to live a life of thanksgiving, always being focused on Christ and to rejoice in the freedom 
and life that He gives us. Stop and consider that each and every day. All of our doings should be out of 
love and thanksgiving to God for His gifts to us. May we always remember that this November.  
  



 

Board of Directors Minutes– September 17,2019 

Present:  Pastor Burhop, Vicar, Brent Dankert, Randy Bittner, John Dohrmann, Scott Briggs, Levi Bringold, Tom Bauer, Jeff Sommerfield, 
Eric Rupprecht, Jim Neumann, Sally Sahr (for Milinda Bader), Heather Jasman 
 
Absent:  Ken Zimmer, Connie Ackerman, Betty Wiseman, Rob Pike 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Brent at 7:02 pm. 
 
Devotion:  Vicar read the story from Luke about the ungrateful lepers and how God gives things to all people, not just those who are faithful 
to Him.  Vicar talked about God blessing us with so much and sometimes we tend to forget that but we need to remember to give thanks. 
Devotion closed with prayer. 
 
M/S/C to approve the agenda as verbally stated.  M/S/C to approve the June 2019 minutes with a minor correction. M/S/C to approve the 
August 2019 minutes as written.   
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor said that the Elders are continuing to follow up on elder and acolyte training.  Nothing else to report.  
 
Financial Report:  Randy stated that the big picture is pretty good.  The general fund is down $14,000+, but the school and child care are up 
so overall we are just over $7,000 to the good.  We have spent $49,000 less than we have budgeted for so far.  Discussion on the financial 
information being in the bulletin once per month and also the Tidings. 
 
New Business   Nominating Committee:  Brent mentioned that no one wants to be on the nominating committee so if he doesn’t get any 
volunteers he will appoint four board members to serve.  Brent stated that if we follow the Constitution we need to have the nominating com-
mittee and as leaders we are best suited to make phone calls moving into this year.  Eric suggested that there may be others outside of the 
board that would be willing to do it.  Brent will make some calls to see if we can get volunteers and if not then he will appoint board members 
at next month’s meeting.  Discussion regarding what positions are up for election. 
 
Furniture and Fine Arts Committee:  John reported that he has an individual willing to be on the committee. 
 
Board Reports:   Board of Evangelism:  John passed around the Lutheran Witness publication that mentioned Trinity.  They are taking a 
fall meal to Central on September 23rd.  The door collection for Pastor Lehman generated $1462.  John would like to raise awareness on 
Trinity’s mission efforts and give the congregation more information.  November 24th is new member Sunday.  Car show went well.  They will 
be giving out devotion books to any child that is new at Trinity.  The PICO is on October 26th and John and Pastor will be attending.   
 
Principal’s Report:  Levi said that the school is up and running with no change in faculty or staff from last year.  Lots of security now with 
cameras.  Teachers will be going to LEA convocation in October in St. Louis with Pastor.  They will be having a 5th Sunday potluck coming up.  
Mrs. Eyster will be installed on September 29th.  The school has the same amount of students as last year and there is a 3rd grader shadow-
ing tomorrow.  
 
Board of Worship:  Jeff mentioned that Mondays nights we are consistently at 50 or more in attendance, which is good.  The numbers have 
been trending up at the services this year, which we are very happy about. 
 
Board of Social Ministry:  Sally submitted the board’s meeting minutes. 
 
Board of Youth:  Jim reported that the youth had a meet-the-vicar party and there was a good turnout.  Adopt-A-Highway is this Sunday and 
the youth will be helping out with that.  They are planning on doing a corn maize in October for junior and senior youth.  There was a 7th and 
8th grade hang-out and they are going to try doing that again.  The youth will be helping out with Trunk-or-Treat and in November they will be 
putting together boxes for the needy and making Christmas cookies in December.   
 
Cemetery Board:  Tom reported there was one burial, Mr. Daenzer.  Tom also said that two water lines have burst in the cemetery and we 
may have to put a new water line in next year.   
 
Vicar’s Report:  Vicar will have the Book Club starting up next month.  It will be Tuesday nights at 8:00 pm.  Discussion about power outage 
and generators.      Meeting adjourned at 8:19 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.     Respectfully submitted, Heather Jasman   Secre-
tary    (* if a committee is not noted there was nothing to report) 
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From the Principal  

Mr. Bringold 

School office hours:   
7:30 am—3:00 pm 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
November 1st   Harvest Parties 
November 2nd    9:00 Cross Country meet @ St. Peter Hemlock 
November 5th Picture Retakes 
November 8th Girls B Basketball vs St. Michaels @ Trost 
November 8th Boys B Basketball vs St. Paul Flint @ Trost 
November 11th Veterans Day Breakfast 
November 16th & 17th  Girls B Basketball Tournament @ St. Michaels 
November 22nd B Basketball vs. St. Michaels @ Trost 
November 23rd & 24th B Boys Basketball Tournament @  St. Michaels 
November 25th B Boys Basketball vs. St Paul Flint ( away) 
November 26th  B Basketball vs. St. Paul Millington @ Trinity 
November 27th—29th  No School 
 
INTERESTED IN TRINITY? ALL you need to do is fill out the registration form and pay the $50.00/per child de-
posit. (This deposit is put toward your Educational Fees.). Please see Levi Bringold or Shannon Britton for forms 
and if you have any questions. (989)868-4501 Registration information is available in the office or online at 
www.trintyreese.org .  
 

We would love to have you come for a visit. 
Please continue to keep Trinity Church/School in your prayers 

so we continue to be A GREAT, JOYful PLACE TO GROW in 2019-20!   

We are already into Thanksgiving!   I can think of so many things for which I am 
thankful personally and that have to do with the school and church. Trinity is blessed 
with great volunteers, staff, teachers, families, and students. I have the great blessing 
of working with these people on a daily basis. A great blessing is being part of a place 
where people still have the most important thing as the most important thing in their 
lives. That is VERY apparent here at Trinity. For those things, I am thankful for this 
year. I greatly appreciate your constant prayers and support for this place and the 
mission here. 
 
Have a blessed November!  

Levi 



 

School Lunch Menu— 

November 
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Fun Dates in November 

Sun-

day 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-

day 

     1 Beef Stew 2 

3 4  Pancakes 
and sausages 

5 Walking taco 6   Homemade 
pizza 

7  Homemade 
macaroni & 
cheese 

8   Lasagna 9 

10 11  Cereal day 
w/yogurt par-
fait fruit bar 

12  Chicken 
quesadilla, Span-
ish rice 

13  Bosco 
sticks (w/
pepperoni) 

14  Bean or 
cream of potato 
soup, grilled 
cheese 

15  Hamburger 
gravy 

16 

17 18  Home-
made French 
toast 

19  Chicken pot 
pie in a crust 

20  Nacho su-
preme bar 

21  Hamburger 
bar 

22  Baked ham 23 

24 25  Roasted 
turkey dinner 

26  Pizza boats 27   No school 28 No school 29  No school 30 

1) All Saints day 
2) Book lovers day 
3) Sandwich day 
4) Check your blood pressure 

day 
5) U.S. General Election day 
6) Saxophone day 
7) Men make dinner day 
8) Cook something bold day 
9) Chaos never dies day 
10) Forget-me-not day 
11) Veteran’s day 
12) Chicken soup for the soul day 
13) Caregivers appreciations day 

14) World diabetes day 
15) American recycles day 
16) Button day 
17) Take a hike day 
19) Have a bad day  
20) Beautiful day 
21) World Hello day 
22) Go For a Ride day 
23) National adoption day 
25) National parfait day 
26) Shopping reminder day 

30) Stay at home because you are 
well day 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School Financial Update: 9/30/2019 

Monthly Goal 

This month we were: 

$20,596.64 below our Monthly Goal  

Monthly Income   

Weekly Offering  $46,100.55  

Sunday School  $58.59  
O Give Thanks  $2,336.00  

Missions  $1,490.00  

Thrivent Choice  $289.00   

SCRIP  $284.06    

Tuition  $5,345.00  

Other  $49.58  

VBS  $0     

Total Income 

for Month  $55,952.78 $76,549 needed 

Fiscal Year Balance 

July is the 1st month of the new fiscal year/ 

Year To Date Balance 

General Fund & School ($16,093.49) 

Child Care  $5,539.62 

Total*  ($10,453.87) 

*Total fiscal year income minus actual spending 

Mortgage Balance   $ 0.00 

     *Monthly Budget from 2019-2020 Mission and  
       Ministry Plan. 

Due to low contributions the church has had to borrow money from our Church Extension Fund credit line,  
so that we can continue to pay our payroll and expenses .  

          A handful of your favorite brands are now offering $5 and $10 gift cards.  These are 
perfect as holiday gifts for kids, teachers, mail carriers, and many other people who may de-
serve a special treat.  These gift cards will be available through December 23rd only while sup-
plies last.  We do have some available for purchase but others do need to be special ordered.  
         Five dollar gift cards available for purchase:  Barnes & Noble, Panera, Starbucks, and 
Taco Bell 
         Ten dollar gift cards available for purchase:  Amazon, Applebee’s, IHOP, Meijer, Out-
back, Red Lobster, Target, Walmart. 
If you are interested in any of these low denomination gift cards, please place your order 
soon.  Any questions, please ask. 
Thank You- Heidi Bernreuter 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlv63C-J_MAhXFs4MKHd0dCYEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.robertsucc.org%2Fscrip.php&bvm=bv.119745492,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNE6PVy6EQdmMn-DXKEibZLnO5dOMQ&ust=146133532731569
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In Our Continued Prayers 
Continued Prayer:  

David Hughes, Jeanette 
 

Prayer Request: 
 Betty Bender, Cindy, Conner Bekemeier, Mike Bender,  Ron Carter, Becky Edwards, Silas & Wesley Ste-
vens, Lavern Kaufman, Elsie Marx,  Payton Matzke,  Jean Reinhardt, Robert Scherzer, Eileeen Schrader, 
Marian Schrader, Barb Solgat,  
 

Shut-ins:  

Betty Bender, Jennifer Elbers, Elsie Marx, Helen Reif, Beneva Schemm, Marian Schrader 
 

Military:  

Justin Guerrero  PSC 76 Box 2723 APO AP 96319-006 ( he is in Japan) 
Brandon Bierlein, (Dyess AFB) Texas, 7 Queen Annes Lace, Abilene, TX 79606 

 
Addresses: 

Helen Reif, 5750 Sheridan Road, Unionville, Michigan 48767 
Jean Marie Reinhardt 324 Hamilton St. Caro, Michigan 48723 (new) 

Please inform the office if you know of anyone else who should be added to any of these  list. 

MEMORIALS & HONORS 

In Honor of: 
Ethan Brickel’s Baptism– General Fund 

In Memory of: 
Pastor Hakes—General Fund, Organ 

Fund 

In Memory Of : 
Christine Haske—General Fund, Organ 

Fund 

In Honor of: 
Alvena Burnison  100th Birthday—Stained 

Glass Windows 

THANK YOU to everyone for 

your support, cards, calls and 

visits during the loss of our sister, 

mother, & wife. A special thank 

you to Pasto Burhop, Vicar 

Heimer, Hannah and the church 

volunteers and staff. The family 

of Chris Haske.  

THANK YOU: Our deepest 

thanks to Pastor for your hospi-

tal visits and prayers. To the 

many who helped in planning & 

setting up & preparing the food 

to make a very special and 

memorable luncheon for friends 

and family. The family of Pastor 

Hakes 

Hear the Word 
 

November 2019 
 

November 3
rd

 
“Stranger Danger” 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Genesis Series - The different ways we relate to strangers reveal the con-
tradiction of being human. 

(Genesis 18) 

November 10
th

 
“For Such a Downer” 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Genesis Series - 
(Genesis 21) 

November 17
th

 
“The Dawn Wall” 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Genesis Series 
(Genesis 22) 

         November 24
th

 
         “God Is Love” 
         Guest Speaker: Pastor Jeff Cloeter 
         (1 John 4:7-12) 
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November 3rd, 2019 – Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost *All Saints’ Day Observed 
Psalm 149; Revelation 7:2-17; 1 John 3:1-3 
“God’s Israel” - Sermon Text: Revelation 7:9-10 – - Rev. Shayne Jonker 
“They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Only the blood of Je-
sus will do. Your blood cannot cleanse sin. Nor can the sweat of your labors or the tears of your contri-
tion. There is no such thing as sinless saints, only forgiven ones. If you say you have no sin, you're 
fooling yourself. Temptations abound, and sin comes all too naturally to the natural born sinner, but the 
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. 
 
 November 10th, 2019 – Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 148; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8,13-17; Luke 20:27-40 
“God Chose You” - Sermon Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:13 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
To comfort the Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul reminds them, “God chose you to be saved.” God com-
forts us with those same words. “God chose you.” So that you may have peace, we are reminded He 
chose you to be with Him forever. 
  
November 17th, 2019 – Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13; Luke 21:5-28 
“Don’t Get Tired!” - Sermon Text: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
With all of the pressures that Christians face today, it is easy to understand why many of us are so 
tired! However, God, through the words of the Apostle Paul, encourages us not to get tired! Why? Be-
cause the Lord is faithful! 
  
November 24th, 2019 – Last Sunday of the Church Year 
Psalm 46; Colossians 1:13-20; Luke 23:39-43 
“What’s Your Epitaph?” - Sermon Text: Colossians 1:18 – - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ah-
lersmeyer 
An “epitaph” is a pithy statement that sums up a life, something you might see in-
scribed on a gravestone. What is the measure of your life? What’s your epitaph? 

Sundays 11:30 am WAQP-DT 49 
WAQP Charter Cable 2  
Direct-TV Channel 377 
Tuesdays 7:00 pm Charter Cable 191 (Public 
Access Frankenmuth) Anytime:  
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Greetings, Trinity Lutheran Church and School! 
 

November begins each year with a wonderful celebration of the saints of the church.  It 
is a festival that began during the time of the early church, meant to remember all 
those who died for their faith.  The date we commit to this feast, November  1st, was 
decided by Pope Gregory III in the 8th century, coinciding with a chapel dedication to all 
martyrs.   
 

There are a number of hymns in our hymnal that are appropriate for this feast day, one 
being LSB 676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White.  This is a Norweigan folk tune and text 
from the 17th century that was actually originally meant to remember the saints. Here is 
the original text compared to what we now see in our hymnal: 
 

The great white host                       Behold a Host, Arrayed in White 
The great, white host we see,                           Behold, a host, arrayed in white, 
As a thousand mountains full of snow,              Like thousands snowclad mountains     
                                                                          bright! 
With a forest around of waving palms,              With palms they stand; Who is this band 
Before the throne. Who are they?                     Before the throne of light? 
  
It is the multitude that                                         These are the saints of glorious fame, 
Has through the great tribulation come              who from the great affliction came 
And washed themselves in the Lamb's blood    And in the flood of Jesus’ blood 
For heaven's holiness.                                        Are cleansed from guilt and shame. 
  
There they now go to church                              They now serve God both day and  
                                                                            night; 
With unheard-of jubilation                                   They sing their songs in endless light. 
In the high choir where God abides                    Their anthems ring As they all sing 
Amidst all of the angels' songs.                           With angels shining bright. 
  
It is a wonderful hymn full of history and culture, but most of all, it is a reminder that all peo-
ple in every time and place are cleansed by Christ’s sacrifice and love. 
  
Blessings, 
Kantor Hannah Bjornstad 

https://worshipanew.org/
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Trinity Happenings 

I remember all the people fondly from my Vicarage at Trinity in Reese Michi-
gan.  Your kindness to my family was greatly appreciated after the loss of our infant 
son Robert Scott and is still spoken of to this day at family gatherings.   I  follow a 
few members on Face Book and occasionally run into one or two at conventions. Of 
course I will never forget Mr. Grimpo sending an 8th grader over to the house tell me 
to collect my 2-year-old daughter from the playground where she was on the merry-
go-round naked.  There must have been thirty kids with faces pressed to the class-
room window looking out when I finally retrieved her.  Oh, what stories I have. I cele-
brated 30 years in the ministry this year and have enjoyed most every day.  Pastor 
Hinz taught me many  lessons about people and ministry.  After Reese, I served 7 ½ 
years at Trinity Lutheran, Riesel, Texas (outside Waco), a rural congregation of 
about 350 souls,  salt of the earth type people, 130 year old congregation that still is 
strong.  After Riesel, I served St. Paul Lutheran  for 7 years in Groves, Texas (outside Port Arthur).  Then I went to Pen-
sacola, Florida.  I served as senior pastor for about 12 years and still hold my membership there and still maintain a home 
in Pensacola.  About five years ago, I took a position with the Southern District of the LCMS.  Like Michigan District, the 
Southern District has their own independent Church Extension Fund  (Independent of the LCEF in Saint Louis). I am the 
Executive Director of the Southern District CEF.  The office is in Slidell, Louisiana but I stay most of the time on the road. 
When I am at the office, I stay in a 5th wheel camper and home in Pensacola most weekends when I am not preaching 
elsewhere.  In other words, I am still quite healthy, working in the ministry and hope to be for a good while longer, although 
I turned 65 last September. 
  
My wife of 43 years, Mary Lou died in her sleep quite unexpectedly four years ago last Easter.  The kids that everyone 
knew when we where there  are doing well. Nicholas, the eldest, is working as a regional sales manager for a Pensacola 
heavy industry engineering firm.  He covers everything west of the Mississippi.  He lives in McKinney, TX outside Dallas, is 
married to Emily and has three children.  Elizabeth, a pediatric nurse, is married to a Navy flight officer (LCDR Coe Hoff-
man)  and is in the Oklahoma City, Oklahoma area where Coe serves in a  Navy squadron at Tinker Air Force Base.  They 
have three children. Timothy, the middle boy, is in the Pensacola area, married to Molly, a surgical nurse. They have one 
child.  He drives an armored truck and is content and happy. Within two months of graduating seminary after arriving in 
Texas, we had Benjamin, our youngest son.  He is the last to get married but did so a few months ago.  He also married an 
Emily and has one child.  While in Texas, we foster parented and adopted one of our foster children. Marissa is a blessing 
to all and has a smile that lights up the room.   As we have always told her,  “She, we chose,  the others we had to 
take”.   Marissa also is married, to  Ken Melvin who, after some work transfers, also wound up in the Oklahoma City ar-
ea.  Marissa found her calling as a licensed beautician and hairdresser. She is quite gifted in that area.  Marissa and Ken 
have yet to get started on children but enjoy being close to her sister and nephews and nieces. 
  
I’m not sure what else to say.  I really did enjoy my time in Reese.  I keep promising myself to get up there every summer 
but then the summers come and go. Hopefully I will get up there within this next year.    If anyone is so inclined, my address 
is 4040 Collingswood Road, Pensacola, FL 32514, personal e-mail is lincks@bellsouth.net and my phone is 850-525-
1328.   P.S. I am an empty nester with a five bedroom home for now, about 20 minutes from the best beaches in the world.  
  
  

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS (Psalm 100:2): The Trinity nominating committee for the Board of Directors has been formed. In the 
coming weeks if you have a desire to serve or could suggest someone to serve as a candidate for any of the following boards that are up for 
election this year, please let one of the nominating committee members know. Chairman Gary Kaufman (989-280-7942), Ruth Beyerlein, 
John Dohrmann and Dan Pike. The following board positions are up for election this year:  Chairman, Secretary, Elders, Stewardship, Educa-
tion, Social Ministry and Parish Education. 
 
EMAIL UPDATE:  The church office has a new email address, trinityreeseoffice@gmail.com 
 
CHILDCARE PART-TIME:  Childcare is seeking a part-time employee. Please contact Vickie Bull   989-868-9901. 
 
ALTAR GUILD  will meet November 2nd  at 9:00 am.  
 
DOOR OFFERING FOR OPERATION BARNABAS:  On November 10th there will be a door offering for Operations Barnabas. This pro-
gram began in 2007 through LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces. The purpose of Operations Barnabas is to care for reserved chaplains 
and their families, train and assist local congregations in their care and support of local military members and their families and veterans, 
and serve as a resource to other organizations that provide care to military families and veterans.  
 
ARE YOU A CAREGIVER OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS? Perhaps some day you will be. All are invited to hear Diann Duby speak on 
this topic : “Caregiving According to God’s Word.”  She will speak at the Mary Martha November 14th meeting at 7:00 pm. Come, bring a 
guest.  
 

PIE SOCIAL:  November 27th following Thanksgiving Eve service.  

VICAR’S BOOK CLUB: Vicar Heimer is reading the book ECHO by Jonathan Fisk.  The book walks through God’s work for us in a modern 
context applying Lutheran Doctrine to our Christian lives. All are encouraged to come. We meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 pm. The book is FREE 
for those who attend! 
 
COLLEGE STUDENTS IN MICHIGAN: If you have or  know of a student attending college in the fall, please contact the church office 868-
9901.  
 
SOCIAL MINISTRY  is  once again collecting for Wellspring. We would like to challenge you to consider helping us give to others in 
need.  Secure Sleep is a program for children who need items to help them feel warm, snug and safe at night. Donations of blankets, sheets, 
pillows, pillowcases, or stuffed animals are always needed. 
 
DUFFEL BAGS is a program for the children who have been removed from their homes and often arrive at Wellspring Family and Child cen-
ter with their items in black plastic bags which sends an unspoken message that they and their belongings are no better than trash. Help 
provide them with a duffel bag or backpack for children to transport their belongings. Prayerfully consider these worthy programs. The box will 
be out for the month of October and into November. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
WHAT’S TROUBLING YOU?  Is someone you know battling Alzheimer’s or alcoholism?  Has someone dear to you been diagnosed with 
cancer?  For a few encouraging words, please check out the tract racks in the narthex.  You are not alone in your battles.  Our Lord is waiting 
for you to talk to Him.  
 
THANKS to Thrivent who again is sponsoring our devotional booklet, Hopeful Living. It is written specifically for senior citizens. It has a daily 
devotion, coordinated Bible readings, and suggestions for the day. Thank you, Ruth 
 

 

mailto:lincks@bellsouth.net


 

9 12 

Area Happenings 

Please watch the bulletin for upcoming youth events.  If you have suggestions for activities or serv-

ant events, feel free to email or text Julie Neumann at jneumanncpa@yahoo.com or 989-245-9095.  

Junior Youth Activity List   
 

November 11/15 – Junior Youth Hangout – After school until 5 
December 12/6 – Junior Youth Hangout – After school until 5 
   12/7 – Christmas Walk 
   12/11—Advent Meal  
   12/15 – Youth Christmas Cookies/Gift Exchange 
January   1/10—Junior Youth Hangout – After school until 5 
February   2/7 – Junior Youth Hangout –After school until 5 
    2/26—Ash Wednesday Meal 
March   3/13 – Junior Youth Hangout – After school until 5 
  
   3/28-3/29 Junior Youth Gathering in Ann Arbor 

April  4/12 – Easter Breakfast 

July  7/15 – Cedar Point   

 

** events subject to change**   

 

VLHS  INFORMATION  NIGHT: Calling all current 7th and 8th grade students and parents to Valley Lutheran High School’s Annual Fall Infor-

mation Night on Tuesday, November 5th, 7:00pm.  This event is a great way to get a guided tour of Valley Lutheran, meet students, teach-

ers, and hear about all the great things you can do at VLHS.  No RSVP needed, just come for a fun, relaxed evening ~ Valley Lutheran High 

School, 3560 McCarty Road, Saginaw.  Questions??  Email Sondra Yantz, Admissions Counselor, at syantz@vlhs.com or contact the school 

989-790-1676.  See you there! 

 

LIVE NATIVITY: Immanuel Frankentrost is seeking cast members for this year’s Living Nativity. The majority of the cast roles have no spe-

cific speaking parts and can suit kids and adults of all ages. No experience is needed, but children in eighth grade and younger must be 

accompanied by an adult in the cast. The event is at Immanuel Frankentrost on December  6th-8th. If you are interested in participating, 

please contact Natalie Schaeff at 989.233.5340 or natalie.schaeff@gmail.com .  

MITTEN TREE : The ladies who are knitting/crocheting scarves for the “Mitten Tree” ministry need some help.  If you can crochet or knit a simple 
stitch, we need people to make scarves--especially for boys.  We have the yarn and the needles.  Call Betty Wiseman at 989.868.9868.  
 
FREE CPR CLASS: Trinity wants to get more people CPR certified and has the unique opportunity of having a free CPR class. The only  
catch is we need about 20-25 people to sign up.  If you are interested, please sign up in the narthex.  
 
TRINITY BOARD OF EDUCATION:  The Trinity Board of Education has a number of openings for new board members.  We meet the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  This is a great opportunity to become involved with the future planning of the school and childcare pro-
gram.  If you’re interested in joining or if you would like more information, talk to Levi Bringold or Eric Rupprecht after church service.  

Trinity Happenings Continued 
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Book & Gift Store  

Among The Best in Christian Fiction 
 

Ruth (Hessler) Meyer grew up in Bridgeport, the daughter of Rev. William and Janis Hessler.  She has written 
a superb series (four at this point) of Christian true to life fiction.  The series begins with “Grace Alone”.  
Grace Williams, a non-church attender, and a single mom with 4 children, faces life in our sinful world. It 
points both the characters and the reader to Jesus, an inspiring book about grace.  “Expect the unexpected!” 
Many twists and turns in the plot keep the reader totally involved. You can’t put the book down.  Our Book 
and Gift Store has  “Grace Alone”, published by CPH.   The sequels: “Faith Alone,” “Hope Alone,” and “Stand 
Alone” can be purchased through Amazon.  “Hope Alone” won a bronze medal in the 2019 Readers’ Favorite 
Book Reviews and Award Contest in the Christian-romance-contemporary genre.   The series is very Luther-
an.  Stop in and take a look at the book.  This also makes a very good gift. 


