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“Teaching About CHRIST, Leading To CHRIST, Caring Like CHRIST.”
Thank You To All The Volunteers Who Make This Newsletter Possible And To All The Members Of Trinity Who So
Willingly Give Of Their Time And Talents To Serve Their Lord In Various Capacities!
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Happy 501st! Last year we celebrated the 500th anniversary of the posting of the 95 Theses and the start of the
Reformation. During this year, we are taking a look at some of the other events that continued the Reformation in
Germany and throughout the world. This month, we look at the publication of the “Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope.”
“The Treatise”, as it’s known to many, was compiled in 1537, 20 years after the 95 Theses were first published
and the conversations of the Reformation began. While this document seems to be mainly concerned with the
Office of the Papacy, there are many other gems inside of it that help us understand our church more, especially
as it gives us the comfort that we truly receive the forgiveness of sins through our called pastors.
The beginning of the document dealt with three claims of the Roman Catholic Church:
1 The Roman pontiff claims for himself that he is supreme above all bishops and pastors by divine right.
2 Second, he adds that by divine right he has both swords, that is, the authority also to enthrone and
depose kings, regulate secular dominions, and such.
3 Third, he says that to believe this is necessary for salvation. For these reasons, the Roman bishop
calls himself and boasts that he is the vicar of Christ on earth.
4 These three articles we hold to be false, godless, tyrannical, and destructive to the Church. (p. 294,
Concordia, The Lutheran Confessions: A Reader’s Edition of the Book of Concord)
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The document then goes on to refute those teachings with the words of Scripture. However, now that we are
not part of the “Roman Catholic Church”, does this document mean anything to us? Of course it does! While
much of it did deal with the particular situation in which the Reformers found themselves in, the teachings of the
Office of the Ministry are still important for us to remember today.
Perhaps the greatest comfort that comes from this document is that it gives a proper understanding of the role of
pastors and the way they are ordered today. While we do have somewhat of an “order” to our clergy today
(such as a Circuit Visitor, District President, and Synodical President), that arrangement, or ranking, is made
strictly by human arrangement. There is no “higher office” for a pastor than simply being “pastor”. The forgiveness you receive through a first year pastor is the same forgiveness you would receive if the Synod President were speaking the same words to you. The Body and Blood of Christ given to you by a long serving, unknown by most of the world, pastor is the same Body and Blood of Christ that is given to you by the most wellpublished and well-heard Lutheran Hour speaker pastor. Why? Because the forgiveness is not dependent upon the pastor, but upon the promise of Christ, given through the pastoral office.
That is one of the joys we have with the way God works through His shepherds in the Church. It’s also one reason Pastors all wear the same things when they serve in Christ’s stead. The black clerical, white alb, and stoles
that match the paraments on the altar, lectern, and pulpit cover up the man that stands in the office.
If you ever start to doubt the forgiveness of Christ, go ahead and read through The Treatise on the Power and
Primacy of the Pope. It’s a wonderful confession of our faith, especially as it considers how God chooses to
work through the Office of the Pastor. Thanks be to God for the faithful witness of our Church Fathers during
the time of the Reformation!

If you Could See Me Now
If you could see me now,
You wouldn’t shed a tear,

Though you may not understand, why I’m no longer here.
Remember my Spirit—that’s the real Me.
I’m still very much alive, oh, if you could only see!
I’ve beheld our Father’s face. I’ve touched my Savior’s hand .
The angels all rejoiced as I entered the Promised Land.
Beyond the gates of pearl, I walk on golden streets.
I’ve touched the walls of jasper, dipped my foot in crystal seas.

NEW MEMBERS; NEW COMMUNION WARE
During these summer months, we had the joy of welcoming a handful of new members to our congregation. If
you see them on a Sunday or Monday, take time to welcome Jacob and Tiffany Sohn, Colleen Rushlo, Brandon
Spivey, Taylor McKeage, and Matthew Schluckebier. Their pictures will soon be on the New Member Board by
the guest book.
We also were able to bless a few new items that we use to distribute communion. A number of the individual
cup trays were seeing quite a bit of wear and causing issues with the cups sticking. Because of a gift from the
annual endowment fund grants, we were able to get new trays for the individual cups and host trays to match.
The chalice and paten, and flagon are all still the same ones that we have been using and are in great shape!

The beauty is beyond words, nothing can compare.
I’ve seen your mansion; someday I will meet you there.
Allow Jesus to be your guide. His Word will show you the way.
So, please, don’t cry! We will meet again someday!

By Glynda Turley
Board of Elders
Deaths:
Baptisms:
Releases:
Transfers in:
Membership as of 7/26

0
1
0
0
Baptized 1032

Transfers Out:
Confirmation:
Affirmation of Faith:
Communicant

840

Associate 13

0
0
0
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Trinity Happenings

Vicar Jessten Heimer

FUTURE SUMMER QUILTERS: If you are interested in quilting, you are welcome to join the church quilters this summer on
August 19th. Please contact Virginia Weihl if you or someone you know is interested.
DO YOU NEED A LITTLE REFRESHER ON JESUS? Yes, you are a Christian but you might not have all the answers to the
question “Who Is Jesus?” Check out the new tract with that title in the narthex.
SUMMER CHURCH SERVICE: Please remember that now through Labor Day, service will be held at 9:30 am only on Sunday. Monday night service will continue to be held at 6:30 pm.
BULLETIN & TIDINGS ANNOUNCEMENT FORMS are available in the bottom row of the mailboxes. Please complete this
form for any information that you would like placed in the bulletin or Tidings. Also, you can complete this form on the church
web site under resources. It will be sent directly to the church office.
AMAZON will donate 0.5% of your purchases to Trinity if you #StartWithaSmile. Go to http://smile.amazon.com and select
Trinity Lutheran Church as your charity. Then remember to always shop at http://smile.amazon.com instead of http://
www.amazon.com. It is easy and does not cost anything to participate.
HIGH SCHOOL PEN PALS: During the last two years, we have had a pen-pal program for our 7th and 8th graders and some of
our church members. We would like to expand that program to include our high school students as well this year. This would
entail writing a few letters back and forth throughout the year, and also participating in some events, such as a Pen Pal Lunch
or Dinner. If you are interested, either as a high school student or as a member, please contact Amy Wendland
(989.295.7895)

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are available in your mailbox.
BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY is collecting School Supplies for Wellspring Child and Family Services until August 18th. Please
consider picking items up on sale as you are shopping. Place your donations in the “School Bus” Box in the Narthex. Rulers,
glue, paper, pens, pencils, erasers, markers, scissors, folders, bookbags, pencil cases and books. Thank you for all your thoughtfulness. The items will be greatly appreciated.

Area Happenings
WIDE OPEN STAND THE GATES - On Sunday, October 20th, at 4:00 pm Grace Lutheran Church in Auburn, Michigan will be hosting “Wide Open Stand
the Gates: A Hymn Festival Extolling Christ’s Gifts in Worship.” The Commentators for the hymn festival will be Rev. Daniel Burhop of Trinity, Reese and
Rev. Aaron Schian of Grace, Auburn. The organists will be Kantor Hannah Bjornstad of Trinity, Reese and Kantor Nathan Beethe of Grace, Auburn. It will
feature a brass ensemble, percussion, and a mass choir made up of members of area churches. Anyone who wishes to participate in the mass choir should
contact Kantor Nathan Beethe at kantor.graceauburn@gmail.com or they can call or text him at (989) 460-8014. Please mark your calendars for this exciting event!

Back to School?
Growing up, I always dreaded my birthday. For most kids, a statement like that
would be downright insane. Why would you dread your own birthday? Isn’t that
when you have presents and a party and everything else?! Well of course it is!
For me, however, I always seemed to have my birthday fall right on the first day
of school (or usually pretty close). My birthday of August 20th meant that I would
normally spend my birthday in a humid classroom sharpening my pencils and trying to learn the names of my new teachers. It’s not like I didn’t like school, I just
detested trading the freedom of summer vacation for sitting in class.
As I got older, the first day of school started to be a bit different than what it was
in elementary school. In high school and college it seemed to be much more like
trying to find a needle in a haystack with finding classrooms and having the right
books. Birthdays become a bit less exciting too, once you’re older. Nevertheless,
I still can’t escape the feeling that a birthday means school is starting up again.
This year, though, it’s a little different. For the first time in 20 years, I won’t be going back to school. Or am I?
Going back to school is a bit different for me this year. Coming to Trinity for vicarage means that I won’t be sitting in the classroom every day and having homework to do every night. Yet, I’m still going back to school! I have never been more
excited for a school year to start than this year. I am grateful that I will have the
opportunity to assist in teaching here at Trinity for the upcoming year. I look forward to finding out what it’s like to be on the “other side” of the classroom.
Yet, I am still a student. I am a student studying for the pastoral office. We all are
students in our own way. Our vocations and lives teach us new things every day.
Above all else, however, we must continually be students of God’s Word. His
Word gives us the only knowledge that is truly life-giving. Proverbs 18:15 tells us
that “The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of the wise
seek it out.” We must continually seek the knowledge of the Truth. The fullness of
Truth contained in Jesus Christ is the knowledge that we should continually seek.
Through word and sacrament, the fullness of God’s work for us comes to us so
that we may be His children. May this school year be full of learning, knowledge,
and wisdom, but above all else, may we continually know the Truth of the Gospel.
In His Service,
3
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Homemade
pizza

29

30

31

27
Chicken
Pancakes and quesadilla,
sausage
Spanish Rice

Hamburger bar

Fun Dates in August
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

National Girlfriends Day
International Ice Cream Day
Campfire Day
Friendship Day
Work Like a Dog Day
Wiggle Your Toes Day
National Lighthouse Day
Sneak Some Zucchini onto Your
Neighbor’s Porch Day
9. Book Lover’s Day
10. National S’mores Day
11. Presidential Joke Day
12. Middle Child’s Day
13. Left Hander’s Day
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Relaxation Day
29. More Herbs, Less Salt Day
National Tell a Joke Day 30. Toasted Marshmallow Day
National Thrift Shop Day 31. International Bacon Day
World Daffodil Day
Aviation Day
World Mosquito Day
Senior Citizen’s Day
National Tooth Fairy Day
Ride the Wind Day
Vesuvius Day
Kiss and Make Up Day
Women’s Equality Day
Just Because Day
Race Your Mouse Day
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This has been an awesome and very quick-moving summer.
We have visited the library, checked out the tractors at 2 locations in Reese, and gone bowling. We have played pirates, and
royalty, planted seeds and watched grass grow, shot rockets of
paint into the air, played in the water, and learned many
things at Vacation Bible School. We have enjoyed riding the
bus to Reese Elementary school for delicious lunches during
the months of June and July.
We still plan on doing some cooking, showing off our artistic
skills and being superheroes.
We look forward to the start of a new school year but will
miss all the fun we have had this summer.
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“BACK TO SCHOOL” time already- seems like summer just started. Just a reminder
that our scrip program has the gift cards you need to
purchase all those “Back to School” supplies. Stop in the family room at church or
the office and pick up those gift cards before heading
out to get your “Back to School” needs.

5

In Our Continued Prayers
Continued Prayer:
David Hughes, Jeanette
Prayer Request:
Betty Bender, Cindy, Conner Bekemeier, Mike Bender, Ron Carter, Becky Edwards, Pastor Hakes, Silas &
Wesley Karkanen, Lavern Kaufman, Elsie Marx, Payton Matzke, Jean Reinhardt, Robert Scherzer, Eileeen
Schrader, Marian Schrader, Barb Solgat,
Shut-ins:
Betty Bender, Jennifer Elbers, Elsie Marx, Helen Reif, Beneva Schemm, Marian Schrader
Military:
Justin Guerrero (stationed in Alaska) 2354 Central Ave. Unit 21, Eielson AFB, AK 99072
Brandon Bierlein, (Dyess AFB) Texas, 7 Queen Annes Lace, Abilene, TX 79606
Addresses:
Helen Reif, 5750 Sheridan Road, Unionville, Michigan 48767
Please inform the office if you know of anyone else who should be added to any of these list.

MEMORIALS & HONORS
In Memory of :
Tim Kaul—Stained Glass Fund

In Honor of the Marriage of:
Heather Dennis & Jim Jasman

In Memory of :
Dale Sahr—General Fund

In Memory of :
Marlene Mossner—General Fund

In Memory of :
Ronald Kramer—general fund– Organ Fund

In Memory of :
Doug Daenzer– Handbells—General Fund

In Memory of:
Howard Holt– General Fund

In Memory of:
Gene Solgat—General Fund

In Memory of:
Robert Reif– General Fund, Organ Fund

In Memory of :
Dick Guilliver– General Fund

6

“Real.

Present. God.” was the theme
for the 2019 National Youth Gathering
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Trinity
had 9 youth and 4 adult leaders attend; Mackenzie Bernreuter, Parker
Bernreuter, Brianna Pike. Olivia
Grimpo, Collin Sommerfield, Bryce
Brechtelsbauer, Lily Wendland, Mitchell Neumann, Devin Neumann, Kamie
Pike, Hannah Bjornstad, Adam
Brechtelsbauer and John
Dohrmann. It was truly a lifechanging experience! We would like
to thank everyone who supported us
in our journey whether it was financially, through prayer, or with kinds
words of encouragement. The next
National Youth Gathering is set for
Houston, Texas in 2022! If you are interested in attending please see Pastor
Burhop or Julie Neumann. Thanks

Please watch the bulletin for upcoming youth events such as Meet the Vicar and Jr.
Youth Friday Hang-Out times. We are always looking for suggestions for fun activities or servant events. Feel free to email jneumanncpa@yahoo.com with thoughts or
suggestions.
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From the Principal
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

This is the theme verse for the 2019-2020 school year. We are reminded to be with God as much as
we can and to be thankful regardless of what is happening to us, good times and bad. Well, we are
excited to be starting a new school year August 26th and we are going to give thanks that Trinity Lutheran School is beginning its 99th school year. The school has changed a bit and the student population has shifted, but the main thing continues to be the main thing, and that is that Jesus is at the forefront of all that we do. Our awesome teachers integrate religion and Christ into all that they do, with
prayers, devotions, and life lessons throughout the day, and those are the things that we get excited
about doing every day.
We have more new faces within the student body this year and we eagerly welcome these students
and families. If you see any new faces, be sure to greet them and welcome them to Trinity.
Thank you for the constant support and prayers. Without those prayers we would not be able to God's
ministry here as we are doing. Now we are asking for prayers for a great start to a school year. Thank
you!
Levi

School office hours:
Summer hours: 7:30 am—3:00 pm
DATES TO REMEMBER:

Happy Summer, Trinity Lutheran Church and School!
As we head into August, we must remind ourselves that though God is blessing us
with beautiful weather and a general time to recoup our energies, the school year
approaches and regular activities at the church will reconvene! As Kantor here, I
am very excited to begin anew!
As a general reminder, Adult Choir will be meeting again on Thursday nights at
6:30, beginning the first week in September. Last year, choir was not only a place
where we learned our specific notes and entrances, but it was also an opportunity
for us to grow as one group and community. This requires many things: reminders
on how important breath support is when singing (or living ;), funny conversations
about vowels, very serious directions concerning certain consonants (these are important, people!), and, most importantly, time. Time spent in each others company,
sharing prayer requests and concerns, carrying conversations beyond the hour of
rehearsal, and time praising God each week through song. It was such a privilege
to lead Trinity’s choir last year and I am so looking forward to what this year will
bring through song and text!
I am also immensely excited to get our Adult Handbell group going once
again! Last year we met to practice based only on when we were scheduled to
play in church. This year I would like to begin meeting on a regular basis. We will
try to meet on Tuesdays twice a month to build a more regular and productive
group. I so enjoyed my time with those who played last year. They accomplished
many a great thing! If anyone is interested in joining our handbell forces, please let
me know! We are always looking for more people to join our group!
Thank you to all who support and are involved in music here at Trinity! As Marty
Luther said, “Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the agitations
of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent and delightful presents God has given
us.”

August 26th First day of school
August 30th No School
September 2nd No School
September 3rd Boys Soccer St. Paul Millington home
September 3rd Girls Volleyball vs St. Paul Millington @ Trost
September 5th Boys Soccer Home vs. St. Michael;s
September 5th Girls Volleyball at Trinity vs. St. Paul United

Blessings!
Kantor H. Bjornstad

INTERESTED IN TRINITY? ALL you need to do is fill out the registration form and pay the $50.00/per child
deposit. (This deposit is put toward your Educational Fees.). Please see Levi Bringold or Shannon Britton
for forms and if you have any questions. (989)868-4501 Registration information is available in the office or
online at www.trintyreese.org .
We would love to have you come for a visit.
Please continue to keep Trinity Church/School in your prayers
so we continue to be A GREAT, JOYful PLACE TO GROW in 2019-20!
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Hear the Word
AUGUST

AUGUST

August 4th, 2019 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 100; Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:24-26; Luke 12:13-21
“What’s In Your Wallet?” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:13-21 - Rev. James Elsner
“What's in your wallet?” goes the TV commercial asking about how you manage
your wealth. Jesus had something important to say about that. He cautions about
a condition in human hearts – yes, even yours!
August 11th, 2019 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-16; Luke 12:22-40
“Anxious Hearts” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:34 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” If your stuff is what you
treasure, your heart will be devoted to these things which become your gods.
Thus, our Lord graciously directs us away from our idols to Himself, for He alone
is reliable and can deliver us from anxiety and fear.
August 18th, 2019 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 119:81-88; Luke 12:49-53
“A Special Baptism” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:49-53 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
At Christmas, the angels proclaimed, “Peace on earth!” In our Gospel, Jesus proclaims, “Fire!” “Division!” What happened to Jesus that He would tell us He has
not come to give peace but division?
August 25th, 2019 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 50:1-15; Hebrews 12:4-24; Luke 13:22-30
“Where Are You Standing?” - Sermon Text: Hebrews 12:4-24 - Rev. Bill Mueller
The reading in Hebrews 12 is always a challenging section of Gods Word. Who
enjoys struggles? Who even wants to hear that God allows various things in our
life to “discipline” us? We thought God was loving! Take a closer look at where
we are standing and rejoice in Gods even greater love and mercy!
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Sundays 11:30 am WAQP-DT 49
WAQP Charter Cable 2
Direct-TV Channel 377
Tuesdays 7:00 pm Charter Cable 191
(Public Access

August 4th
“Live Life, Traveling Well”
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
August Archives - God's Word guides us along life's journey, where
Christ is the Way and heaven our destination. We revisit a classic message from former Speaker, Dr. Gregory Seltz.
(1 Peter 1:17-25)
August 11th
“How to Pray”
Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann
August Archives - Prayer flows from faith in Christ and the Holy Spirit
helps us when we don't know how to pray. A classic message from former Speaker, Dr. Oswald Hoffmann.
August 18th
“TBD”
Guest Speaker: Dr. Wallace Schulz
August Archives
August 25th
“TBD”
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
August Archives
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