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“Teaching About CHRIST, Leading To CHRIST, Caring Like CHRIST.” 

       Thank You To All The Volunteers Who Make This Newsletter Possible And To All The Members Of Trinity Who So  
Willingly Give Of Their Time And Talents To Serve Their Lord In Various Capacities! 
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9858 North Street 
Reese, Michigan 48757 
989-868-9901 
TrinityReese.org 
 
Pastor Daniel Burhop 
Vicar Jess Heimer 
Principal Levi Bringold 

 December 2019 

OFFICE HOURS (Church) 
M-F 9:00 am — 3:00 pm 
Mrs. Mossner 

OFFICE HOURS (school) 
M-F  7:30 am—3:30 pm 
Mrs. Britton 
 

From the Pastor: 

It is only fitting that Christ would be born in the city of Bethlehem.  The word 

“Bethlehem” literally means “house of bread.” So it was that in the city of Bethlehem, in 

a stable, and in a manger—the feeding trough of beasts—that Jesus Christ, “The Bread of 

Life” was born.  He was born to live, and born to die, and born to bring peace on earth. 
 

One of the most wonderful things about Christmas is how materialistic it is.  Not material-

istic in a negative sense, as we so often hear people complain, but materialistic in a posi-

tive sense.  The Second Person of the Trinity, the Son of God, comes to us in human 

flesh; the miracle of the Incarnation. We do not have a God who is in a vacuum.  Our 

God is not some mere spiritual sprinkling of essence hovering over us and around us and 

through us. Our God comes to us in the physical, earthly, fleshly trappings of life.   
 

Our God comes as one of us, being born of a woman, and being born under the law.  The 

everlasting light comes shining in the dark streets of Bethlehem. Away in a manger, in a 

lowly cattle shed, Mary held her Lord in her arms.  The shepherds saw a wondrous sight 

and heard the angels singing, “Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heavens all gra-

cious King.” There, lying in such mean estate, was Christ the King. 



 

Board of Elders  
Deaths:                             0                                                           Transfers Out:                     0 
Baptisms:                         0                                                           Confirmation:                     0 
Releases:                          0                                                           Affirmation of Faith:          0 
Transfers in:                     2 
Membership as of  11/16  Baptized 1031      Communicant        837        Associate 13 
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That is the miracle of Christmas.  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us.”  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor 

rests.”  Our Lord has come.  He has come to us in the flesh.  “We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

What a glorious day that was, in the city of Bethlehem, when Christ our Lord was born, 

but try as we might, we cannot go back to that city. We can’t go back to that stable. We 

can’t go back to that manger, nor can we go back to the cross, where the grown up 

Babe was crucified on Good Friday. In this Advent and Christmas Season, the Christ 

Child still comes to us.  The Babe of Bethlehem comes to us not in a manger but in His 

body and blood in the Sacrament, in the waters of Holy Baptism, and through the hear-

ing of His Word. 

 

On that first Christmas, Jesus did not come in heavenly splendor, but wrapped in swad-

dling clothes and lying in manger.  He did not come to earth with thunder and lighting, 

but humble, meek, and lowly. This Christmas Day, Jesus comes to us as well, in ordi-

nary, down-to-earth bread and wine.  He does not come with thunder and lighting, but 

with the forgiveness of sins, won for us on the cross, placed into our mouths. 

 

Luther put it this way, “If now I seek the forgiveness of sins, I do not run to the cross, 

for I will not find it given there…but I will find it in the sacrament or Gospel, the word 

which distributes, presents, offers, and gives to me that forgiveness which was won on 

the Cross.”  Now, we do not find Christ in a manger, we find Him in, with, and under, 

the bread and the wine. You receive His body and His blood, given and shed for you for 

the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

That Bread of Life, born in the city of Bethlehem, comes to us this day.  The Babe of 

Bethlehem is here, present in His Word and in His Sacraments. He is present with us all 

through the year.  Every celebration of the Lord’s Supper is a celebration of Christmas; 

a celebration of the Incarnation. 

 

Our Lord comes to us in the material.  He came in human flesh and blood. “Veiled in 

flesh the God-head see, Hail th’ incarnate Deity!  Pleased as Man with man to dwell; Je-

sus, our Immanuel!” The Bread of Life is born. Born to live.  Born to die. Born to bring 

peace on earth and peace in the heavens. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  

2 

Preschool 3’s : Our Christmas service will be on Thursday night, December 19th at 5:30 p.m.. Come and hear our message. 
 
We have a manger in our class. We are learning how Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to pay their taxes and be 
counted. They had to sleep in a barn because there were no rooms left. Jesus did not have a baby bed. He had to lie in the 
manger. 
 
“Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells” It’s Christmas time. We are getting ready. 
“O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree” We decorate our homes for Christmas. 
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas” Birthday party for Jesus time! We will play games, and eat birthday cake. 
 
Preschool 4’s:  Our Christmas program is called The Colors of Christmas. 
 
In school we continue to learn our alphabet letters. 
Letter Dd loves to eat donuts. 
We will tour Bronners Christmas Decorations in Frankenmuth to see all the mangers, angels, shepherds, and wise men. 
Letter Gg will inspire us to make a gift for someone special we love. Christmas trees are green and point to heaven. 
Letter Cc will have us caroling, giving out Christmas cards and celebrating Jesus’ birth with ice cream and cake. Happy Birth-
day Jesus! 
 
Afternoon Kids: Our new math pattern for the month is AAB - two items, 1 item. 
This December we are reading the numbers 40 – 50. Soon we will be counting by 10s to 100. 
At Spanish time we are learning how to sing “Jesus Loves Me” in Spanish. 
This winter we invite people to come and talk about your job. The kids love hearing what you do, and what schooling they 
need to have those jobs. 
 
Afternoon Blessings, Ms. Wheeler  

November has flown by and we are looking forward to the blessed Christmas season. We have been showing our family and friends all 
the things for which we are thankful and now we can show them how much we love and appreciate them. We will be joining our friends in 
the Preschool and Kindergarten classes for our Christmas celebration again this year at the Children’s Christmas Service on December 
19th at 5:30 P.M. We hope that you will be able to join us as we celebrate the birth of our Lord.  We would like to thank all the people who 
have kept us in their prayers and remembered us with donations of toys and clothing. We are very blessed to be part of such a loving and 
caring congregation. We remind all parents of childcare children to bring hats, gloves, snow pants and boots for the times when we go 
outside to enjoy the snow, especially so early in the season. We wish everyone a glorious Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Thank you, 
Childcare Staff  
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Advent Anticipation  

 My least favorite thing to do is wait. All too often, waiting becomes a daily activity. We wait 

for our breakfast burrito to heat up in the microwave. We wait to get done with work. We wait for 

dinner. We wait for something we ordered from Amazon to come in the mail. Wait, wait, wait! Is 

waiting really that bad of a thing? Children who are bored and not constantly entertained have a 

much greater imagination. Waiting for something makes you appreciate it that much more. Pa-

tience is a virtue. Certainly waiting, of all things, can be good for us and even make us better peo-

ple.  

This time of year we seem to have even more waiting. Things like going to the grocery 

store and waiting in line to buy holiday meal supplies or going to the mall to buy presents can be a 

fate worse than death. Crowded stores and rabid holiday shoppers can make us almost wish that 

there was no Christmas at all or at least, a Christmas that we had to wait so long and work so 

hard to provide! Truly, these sorts of things can diminish the real reason for the season and ob-

scure the focus on Christ.  

How about we don’t focus on Christmas this December? We have to plan for it, to be sure. 

Yet, we have the season of Advent beforehand. Advent is a four week season of waiting, anticipa-

tion, and repentance. We reflect upon the Old Testament saints who so earnestly desired the 

Messiah. The prophet Isaiah writes in Chapter 40, “Comfort, Comfort my people.” He proclaims 

that God’s comfort will come to earth, to Jerusalem. Likewise, the people ought to repent of their 

sins. He says “A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God.’ ” 

Throughout all of the Old Testament, the focus upon Christ is one that will fulfill the desires 

of God’s people. While we look at Jesus and what His birth at Christmas means for us, we also 

look forward to His second Advent. We meditate on the words of Isaiah as we daily repent of our 

sinful nature and rely on Christ for life. Our faith in Him accomplishes this repentance. The escha-

tological (end-times) themes that come in Advent point us towards His coming again. Like the 

saints of old, we wait in eager anticipation for Him to return in glory, and finally perfect and create 

anew. Let’s not shy away from the truth of Christ’s coming again. His return in all glory will be 

greater than even His first coming. All people will see face-to-face His glory. We no longer will 

have to wait, nor want for anything. Rather, all things will be given to us and we will live eternally 

with Him.  

KINDERGARTNERS:  What a busy year we have been having. It is hard to believe that we 
are already a quarter of the way through the year. The kindergartners have been working 
really hard on writing and reading. They are starting to write their own sentences using the 
sight words they have learned. In science, they have learned about the water cycle, mixing 
colors, and the ocean. We are working on getting ready for our Christmas program that will 
be on December 19th. Thank you for the continued prayers and support of the students and 
staff.   Mrs. Briggs     
 
Dear Friends, 
December is always busy:  Shopping, decorating, cookie baking, family Christmas gather-
ings, school Christmas programs, etc. OH MY!!!  The time passes and yet we are reminded 

this Advent Season of how Jesus came to earth to be our Savior and will come once again to take us to our heavenly 
home.  Thanks be to God.  
Among the busy schedules our classroom is reading the novel, Sarah, Plain and Tall, by Patricia MacLachlan.  The story is 
set in the prairies of the West during the horse and buggy days.  Sarah leaves her home in Maine, answering an ad for a 
wife. She decides to try living on a prairie and mothering a young girl and boy for one month.  Will she stay? We are able to 
engage in some interesting discussions. Ask a 3rd or 4th grade student their thoughts. 
Join us as we share Jesus in our Christmas Program on Thursday, December 19th. 
Blessings on your Advent and Christmas Seasons, 
Mrs. Pike and Trinity’s 3rd & 4th Gr. Class  
 
Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 are writing their Reese Community Poetry Contest 2019 entries. The theme is “Christmas Spirit.” 8th 
grade is sending their entries for My Personal Michigan Hero Essays and both classes are reading the book WILDFIRE. 5th 

and 6th  grades are busy reading Hatchet and studying about the Indus River Valley in Social Studies. 5th and 6th grades 
came in second in the October Food Pantry Drive, 3rd and 4th grades came in first. 
Yours in Christ,  Carol Eyster  

Candy Cane Grams: I am fundraising to help a friend’s family organiza-

tion, Santa’s Cupboard, purchase and deliver Christmas presents to sick kids 

in Michigan hospitals. Now through December 18th I am taking orders for 

candy cane grams. If you would like to send one to your penpal, prayer bud-

dy or any student at Trinity, please let me know. You can place your order 

by providing me with the following information To:, From:, and Message:. 

They are $1.00 per gram. You can email your info to grimpo@tds.net or put a 

note with info in my parents’ church mailbox (Kevin & Becky Grimpo) 

                                                              Thank You 

                                                                Clara Grimpo 

mailto:grimpo@tds.net
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From the Principal  

Mr. Bringold 

School office hours:   
7:30 am—3:00 pm 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
December 2nd—4th Christmas workshop  
December 5th— 4:30 pm B Basketball vs CTK (away) 
December 13th— 4:30 pm A & B Basketball vs Lorenz 
December 14th—4:30 pm A vs St Michaels @ Trost 
December 17th—4:30 pm St. Paul Millington (away) 
December 19th—5:30 pm Preschool Christmas  
December 19th—7:00 pm K-8th Christmas 
December 20th— Christmas Extravaganza 
December 23rd—January 3rd Christmas Break 
 
INTERESTED IN TRINITY? ALL you need to do is fill out the registration form and pay the $50.00/per child deposit. 
(This deposit is put toward your Educational Fees.). Please see Levi Bringold or Shannon Britton for forms and if you 
have any questions. (989)868-4501 Registration information is available in the office or online at www.trintyreese.org .  
 

We would love to have you come for a visit. 
Please continue to keep Trinity Church/School in your prayers 

so we continue to be A GREAT, JOYful PLACE TO GROW in 2019-20!   

This Christmas season is something that everyone enjoys, yet some of us stress about it a wee little bit. Our 
students are excited for this upcoming Christmas season, and we greatly enjoy the support from our congrega-
tion, family, volunteers, and staff that make this possible every day. You could say you add to our holly and jolly 
during these festive Christmas holiday times.  
 
Christmas programs are on December 19th at 5:30 for the ECC and Kindergarten and the 7:00 program is with 
the 1st-8th graders, band and handbells. Our extravaganza will be the following day in the morning. Feel free to 
join us for the fun!  God’s blessings this Christmas season, here is a poem for you to enjoy.  
 
The snow is falling, Christmas joy fills the air, 
Lots and lots of shopping, warm weather is rare. 
The kids at school practice for their program, 
Goodies and hot chocolate, kids happy as I am. 
 
With the school still bustling and kids learning lots, 
The Spirits of Christmas we hope is never lost. 
We learn about the birth, death, and resurrection of Him, 
Him who did save us and the world from our sin. 
 
I know you’ll keep busy during this Christmas time, 
We will keep busy here and hope for some sunshine. 
A Christmas program and extravaganza will be lots of fun, 
So come and join us!  Now I’ve got to run. 

Board of Directors Minutes October 15, 2019 

Present:  Pastor Burhop, Vicar, Brent Dankert, Randy Bittner, Ken Zimmer, John Dohrmann, Scott Briggs, Levi Bringold, Tom Bauer, Eric 
Rupprecht, Jim Neumann, Connie Ackerman, Betty Wiseman, Mary Kern (for Milinda Bader), Heather Jasman    Absent:  Jeff Sommerfield, 
Rob Pike 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Brent at 7:03 pm. 
 
Devotion:  Pastor said that sometimes the business of the church can take over and we need to be reminded of why we are here.  Everything 
in the church should be based on the forgiveness of sins and bearing with one another.  Devotion closed with prayer. 
 
M/S/C to approve the September 2019 minutes with one minor correction.  M/S/C to approve the Synod amendments.   
 
Financial Report:  Randy mentioned that our line of credit is up for renewal.  M/S/C to apply for renewal of line of credit.  We took in about 
$46,000 last month and we had budgeted for $76,000.  Some expenses did hit this month.  The General Fund is down $38,000, school is up 
$22,000, childcare is up $5,000.  We are $10,000 in the hole for the year and running low on cash.  Discussion on putting accounting infor-
mation in the bulletin more than once per month, discussion about giving as a whole.  Pastor asked about the stained glass fund and the status 
of it.  Will get looked into. 
 
Nominating Committee:  Dan Pike, Ruth Beyerlein, Gary Kaufman and John Dohrmann are willing to serve.  M/S/C to approve the nominating 
committee members.  M/S/C to change the youth board election to 2020 with Jim Neumann remaining in the position until that time. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Nothing further than what has already been covered. 
 
Board Reports: 
Chairman:  Nothing to report.  Vice Chairman:  No report.   Board of Finance:  Nothing further to report than what has already been dis-
cussed. Board of Trustees:    No report. Board of Worship:  No report.   
 
Board of Elders:   Ken said that the Elders met last month and it was brought to their attention that the organ needs some work.  When Pastor 
Hakes’ son was playing he was getting help from Hannah with things that he wouldn’t necessarily need help with if the organ was working 
properly.  The organ will be on the Elders’ monthly agenda.  The Board of Elders has been trying to reach out to other groups to participate in 
those groups as a way to be more in tune with what is going on.  They have also been discussing mission funding.  Elder training is ongoing.  
They met with Good Shephard in Cass City and Grace Lutheran in Auburn, reaching out to them to see what the needs/wants are and to see if 
they can do something jointly.  Discussion about how we will get help when Pastor is unavailable now that we unfortunately no longer have 
Pastor Hakes here.  We are going to miss him. 
 
Board of Stewardship:  Betty reported that the Adopt-A-Highway annual clean-up was held on September 21st and they had the largest num-
ber of volunteers they’ve ever had.  Prayer Shawl has been very busy.  Stewardship did fellowship on October 13th and their next and last 
fellowship Sunday is November 10th.   
 
Board of Evangelism:  John said that new member Sunday is November 24th and they have a nice list of new members.  They did a collection 
for military Bible sticks in the past but this year they are going to participate in Operation Barnabas, which is an LCMS sponsored function that 
includes providing support for the military.  There will be a door collection on November 10th for Operation Barnabas.  The village Christmas 
walk is December 7th, and John’s board has discussed doing a Thrivent grant to help fund hot dogs and they are also going to pursue handing 
out a book of some sort.  Also thinking about doing some kind of drawing for a family nativity set or devotion books. 
 
Board of Education:   Eric reported that things are humming along at the school.  They had a joint meeting with the faculty which was a good 
opportunity to get together and exchange thoughts/ideas.  Levi said that the alarm system is working well.  Discussion about need for tutorial for 
individuals needing access to the building. 
 
Principal’s Report:  Levi reminded the Board that October is clergy appreciation month.  The LEA went really well.  CPR is being offered 
through the church for free if we can get 20-25 people.  Veterans Day breakfast is coming up, Thanksgiving luncheon is November 25th.   
 
Board of Social Ministry:  Mary said that their board will have fellowship on November 17th and an Advent dinner on December 4th.  They are 
currently collecting items for Wellspring Secure Sleep.  They would like to set up the Giving Tree mid-November to give people more time to 
purchase things.  The Board has no problem with putting up the tree earlier.   
  
 



 

School Lunch Menu— 

December 
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Fun Dates in December 

Sun-

day 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-

day 

1 2 Pancakes & 
sausage 

3 Baked chicken 
wings 

4  Bosco sticks 
w/ pepperoni 

5 Hamburger 
bar 

6 Pasta w/meat 
sauce 

7 

8 9 Sausage & 
egg mcmuffin 
w/hash brown 

10 Chicken  
Parmesan 

11 Nacho  
supreme bar 

12 Homemade 
macaroni & 
cheese 

13 Homemade 
pizza 

14 

15 16 Sausage, 
egg and 
cheese burrito 

17 Crispy chicken 
ranch wrap 

18 Pizza  
burgers 

19 Chinese 
chicken stir fry 

20 Oven fried 
chicken 

21 

22 23  No School 24 No School 25 No School 26 No School 27 No School 28 

29 30 No School 31 No School     

1) National Pie Day 
2) National Mutt Day 
3) National Day of Giving 
4) National Sock Day 
5) International Ninja Day 
6) St. Nicholas Day 
7) National Pearl Harbor Re-

membrance Day 
8) National Brownie Day 
9) National Pastry Day 
10) Dewey Decimal System Day 
11) National Noodle Ring Day 
12) Gingerbread House Day 
13) National Violin Day 

14) National Alabama Day 
15) Bill of Rights Day 
16) National Chocolate-covered 
Anything Day 
17)National Maple Syrup Day 
18) Answer the Telephone Like 
Buddy The Elf Day 
19) National Oatmeal Muffin Day 
20) National Ugly Sweater Day 
21) Humbug Day 
22) National Date Nut Bread Day 
 

23) National Roots Day 
24) National Eggnog Day 
25) National Pumpkin Pie Day 
26) National Candy Cane Day 
27) National Fruitcake Day 
28) National Chocolate Candy 
Day 
29) Tick Tock Day 
30) Bacon Day 
31) National Champagne Day 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School Financial Update: 10/31/2019 

Monthly Goal 

This month we were: 

$37,526.15 below our Monthly Goal  

Monthly Income   

Weekly Offering  $33,988.68  

Sunday School  $45.03  

O Give Thanks  $1,835.70  

Missions  $1,763.00  

Thrivent Choice  $0.00   

SCRIP  $280.74    

Tuition  $529.00  

Other  $580.70  

VBS  $0     

Total Income 

for Month  $39,022.85 $76,549 needed 

Fiscal Year Balance 

July is the 1st month of the new fiscal year. 

Year To Date Balance 

General Fund  ($60,192.58) 

School 34,779.16 

Child Care  $5,188.34 

Total*  ($20,225.08) 

*Total fiscal year income minus actual spending 

Mortgage Balance   $ 0.00 

     *Monthly Budget from 2019-2020 Mission and  
       Ministry Plan. 

Due to low contributions the church has had to borrow money from our Church Extension Fund credit line,  
so that we can continue to pay our payroll and expenses .  

Scrip Fact:   So far for 2019 $1,864 dollars has been earned in scrip profit.  This profit either is 
applied to Trinity General Fund,  Education Fees, or  O Give Thanks Fund.  So why not use our scrip 
program when you need gift cards for either gifts or just everyday purchases.  We have many  retailers 
available for purchase, both local and national.  Please consider our scrip program for your Christmas 
shopping gift card needs.  Merry Christmas!   God Bless,  Heidi 

SCRIP 

Board of Direct  Minutes Continues 
Board of Youth:  Jim reported that they had a junior youth hangout with a little better turnout.  They did the corn maize and hayride last Saturday.  
They are currently preparing for Trunk-or-Treat and have hangouts planned in November and December that will include a service project.   
 
Board of Parish Education:  Connie mentioned that Vicar has started the Book Club and if there are extra books at the end they will donate them 
to the high schoolers.  Sunday School is going good. Rose DuRussell has taken over Cradle Roll.  Blood pressure checks are starting back up and 
they will be doing a fellowship on November 3rd.   
Cemetery Board:  Tom reported one death, Pastor Hakes.     
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Heather Jasman  Secretary 
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In Our Continued Prayers 
Continued Prayer:  

David Hughes, Jeanette 
 

Prayer Request: 

 Betty Bender, Cindy, Conner Bekemeier, Mike Bender,  Ron Carter, Becky Edwards, Silas & Wesley Stevens, Lav-
ern Kaufman, Elsie Marx,  Payton Matzke,  Jean Reinhardt, Robert Scherzer, Eileeen Schrader, Marian Schrader, 
Barb Solgat,  
 

Shut-ins:  

Betty Bender, Jennifer Elbers, Elsie Marx, Helen Reif, Beneva Schemm, Marian Schrader 
 

Military:  

Justin Guerrero  PSC 76 Box 2723 APO AP 96319-006 ( he is in Japan) 
Brandon Bierlein, (Dyess AFB) Texas, 7 Queen Annes Lace, Abilene, TX 79606 

 
Addresses: 

Helen Reif, 5750 Sheridan Road, Unionville, Michigan 48767 
Jean Marie Reinhardt 324 Hamilton St. Caro, Michigan 48723 (new) 

Please inform the office if you know of anyone else who should be added to any of these  list. 

MEMORIALS & HONORS 

 

Hear the Word 
December 2019 

December 1st 
“Enough with the Self-Talk” 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
We are not always who we say we are. What you say to yourself about yourself may or 
may not be what’s true. Dr. Michael Zeigler says, “Enough with the self-talk!” Who 
does God say you are? You’ll find that you are worse than you thought, and yet, more 
loved than you could ever imagine. 
(Luke 18:9-14) 

December 8th 
“God’s Yes” 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Loved and Sent Series 
(Romans 8:18-39) 

December 15th 
“TBD” 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Loved and Sent Series 

December 22nd 
“Christmas” 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

           December 29th 
           “Dreams” 
           Guest Speaker: Pastor John Nunes 
          (Jeremiah 23:24) 

In Memory of: 
Ken Reinke –General fund 
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December 2019 
December 1st, 2019 – First Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 118:25-28, Zechariah 9:9b (Antiphon); Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 21:1-11 
“Your King’s Coming!” - Sermon Text: Zechariah 9:9b - Rev. Shayne Jonker 
 
Your King is coming! What would you do if you were expecting the arrival of a king at your home? Would it make any difference in 
your daily routine? How would you prepare? King Jesus is on His way! He’s coming to you, full of righteousness and bearing 
salvation. Now that’s an advent to look forward to with hope, with expectation, with longing, and with urgency. 
 
December 8th, 2019 – Second Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
“Band of Brothers” - Sermon Text: Romans 15:4-13 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker  
 
There is great division in our world. This is also reflected in our country. Jesus came to remove the barriers that separate us so 
we “may abound in hope.” 
 
December 15th, 2019 – Third Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-15 
“A Blooming Desert” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 35:1-10 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 
Do you feel dry and deserted? Are the pressures of life squeezing out the joy of living as a Child of God? Take heart for God has 
Good News for you! Through His prophecy of a “Blooming Desert,” God encourages you! 
 
December 22nd, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Advent *The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day Observed 
Psalm 98; Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-18 
“The Bare Truth” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 
The abiding popularity of tell-all, show-all magazines and websites testifies to human curiosity about the “inside scoop,” the bare 
truth, of celebrities, happenings, and other such things. God’s Word truly tells all and shows all as it delivers The Bare Truth about 
history’s most important, consequential person:  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Christmas story does so much more than 
satisfy human curiosity. It shows us God and the way back to Him. 
 
December 29th, 2019 – First Sunday after Christmas  
Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
“Nothing Stops God” - Sermon Text: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
The forces for evil seem powerful, indeed, but no evil power can stop God in His plan to save you, or in any of His blessed plans 
for you. 

Sundays 11:30 am WAQP-DT 49 
WAQP Charter Cable 2  
Direct-TV Channel 377 
Tuesdays 7:00 pm Charter Cable 191 (Public Access 
Frankenmuth) Anytime:  
Tel: (260) 471-5683     Toll-Free: 888-286-8002 

https://worshipanew.org/  

Greetings, Trinity Lutheran Church and School! 
 
As we enter into December and the season of Advent we look forward to 
the birth of Jesus.  In remembrance of that, Trinity School, as we have for 
many, many years, will put on a Christmas play!  On the 19

th 
of December 

at 5:30pm the Preschool, Kindergarten, and Day Care will gather to sing 
songs and speak on Jesus’s birth.  Then later in the night at 7:00pm, the 1

st
-

8
th
 grades will be singing songs and playing instruments to the theme of the 

Peace that Christ brings us.  All are welcome to both of these events! 
 
Blessings to all in this festive time! 
 
Kantor Hannah F. Bjornstad 
 

https://worshipanew.org/
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Trinity Happenings 

TIDINGS: If you did not receive the Tidings by email and you normally received them that way, please email the church office , Trini-
tyreeseoffice@gmail.com, to update the list.  
 
PIE SOCIAL is November 27th following Thanksgiving Eve service.  
 
CHURCH DECORATING: On November 30th at 9:00 am the Altar Guild will be decorating the church for Christmas. All are welcome. This 
would be a good time for any confirmands who need service hours to get some time. If you have any questions, please contact Cindy 
Hughes or Cheryl Brechtelsbauer. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH:  Trinity has a group participating in Immanuel Frankentrost’s living nativity on Saturday, December 7th from 5:00 
pm-9:00 pm.  If you are interesting in joining the fun, please text Julie Neumann at 989-245-9095 as soon as possible to sign up.  No expe-
rience needed.  Uur crew are just part of the cast hanging out in the Market Place.  
 
SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS (Psalm 100:2):  The Trinity nominating committee for the Board of Directors has been formed. In the 
coming weeks if you have a desire to serve or could suggest someone to serve as a candidate for any of the following boards that are up for 
election this year please let one of the nominating committee members know. Chairman Gary Kaufman (989-280-7942), Ruth Beyerlein, John 
Dohrmann and Dan Pike. The following board positions are up for election this year:  Chairman, Secretary, Elders, Stewardship, Education, 
Social Ministry and Parish Education. The terms are for 2 years and the election is to be held on the weekend of December 8th & 9th after the 
church services. Candidates can be any communicant member at least eighteen years of age.  
 
CUT OUT COOKIES: Trinity youth are looking for volunteers to make and donate cut out Christmas cookies for them to decorate at their 
holiday youth event on December 14.  The cookies will be used for the Trinity Christmas program.  If you can help please call or email Julie 
Neumann 989-245-9095 or jneumanncpa@yahoo.com  
 
TRINITY YOUTH: both high school and junior youth are invited to a Christmas cookie decorating/gift exchange on December 14th from 5pm-
9pm at Trinity. Food will be provided.  Decorate cookies for the Christmas program, board games, open gym, and a fun gift exchange.  We 
please ask to RSVP to Julie at 989-245-9095.  
 
LUTHERAN WITNESS:  It is time to renew Lutheran Witness subscriptions. If you would like to renew your subscription, the rate before 
December 15th is $11.60. If you would like to start a subscription to the Lutheran Witness the rate is $11.60. Please drop your check off at 
the church office by December 12th 

 
ADVENT MEAL:  If your board, committee or group can host the December 18th Advent Meal, please call the church office. This is the 
only meal that has not been covered.  
 
CHILDCARE PART-TIME:  Childcare is seeking a part-time employee. Please contact Vickie Bull   989-868-9901. 
 
MITTEN TREE : The ladies who are knitting/crocheting scarves for the “Mitten Tree” ministry need some help.  If you can crochet or knit a 
simple stitch, we need people to make scarves--especially for boys.  We have the yarn and the needles.  Call Betty Wiseman at 
989.868.9868.  
 
THANKSGIVING MEAL:   Unfortunately, we will NOT be hosting our annual Thanksgiving luncheon for the volunteers or board chairs this 
year.  We are hoping to do something different for our volunteers in the near future.   We will still host a Thanksgiving meal it only for the 
students and staff here at Trinity.   
 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A RELIGIOUS GIFT FOR ANYONE?   Our book and gift store has wall hangings, especially pictures, jewelry, 
books for all ages, and many stocking stuffers.  The store is open Sundays and Wednesdays between services and during the day when 
the church/school office is open. You are on the honor system.  Directions on how to handle purchases are printed on the counter.   Why 
don’t  you stop in and take a look?  It is always good to give a Christ-centered gift.  All proceeds go to Orphan Grain Train- Michigan.  

Christmas Shut in List 

Elsie Marx 
1656 Kern Rd 

Reese, Michigan 48754 

 Melna Trinklein 
467 Wicksun Dr 

Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734 

Beneva Schemm 
9931 Overton St 

Reese, Michigan 4875 

  

Betty Bender 
5366 W. Rolling Hills Dr. 

Bridgeport, Michigan 48722 

Helen Reif 
5750 Sheridan Road 

Unionville, Michigan 48767 

Eileen Schrader 
12505 Hack Rd 

Reese, Michigan 48757 

  

Judy Kischnick 
2064 S Reese Rd 

Reese, Michigan 48757 

Elaine Haines 
255 Mayer Rd Apt 339 

Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734 

Edward Schrader 
3036 Kirk Rd 

Vassar, Michigan 48768 

  

Jennifer Elbers 
232 W. Burnison Apt 3 
Caro, Michigan 48723 

Marian Schrader 
4 Wilshire Dr 

Frankenmuth, Michigan 48734 

Jean Reinhardt 
Robins Nest 

324 Hamilton St 
Caro, Michigan 48723 

  

Advent Schedule 
December 4th :                                                                                            December 25th:  
5:00 pm Worship                                                                                       9:30 am Christmas Day Service  
5:45 pm Meal: Provided by social Ministry                                            w/communion 
 Coney dogs, baked beans, chips, salad & dessert 
6:30 pm Worship 
 
December 11th:   
5:00 pm Worship 
5:45 pm Meal: Provided by Youth Board 
                Sloppy joes, pasta, salad, chips & dessert 
6:30 pm Worship 
 
December 18th : 
5:00 pm   Worship 
5:45 pm  Meal: Provided by  ??????? 
6:30 pm Worship     
 
December 24th:  
3:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Service 
5:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Service 
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight w/communion 

mailto:jneumanncpa@yahoo.com
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Area Happenings 

Please watch the bulletin for upcoming youth events.  If you have suggestions for activities or servant 

events, feel free to email or text Julie Neumann at jneumanncpa@yahoo.com or 989-245-9095.  

Junior Youth Activity List   
 

Trinity Youth: Both high school and junior youth are invited to a Christmas cookie decorat-
ing/gift exchange on December 14

th
 from 5:00 pm-9:00 pm at Trinity. Food will be provided.  We 

will decorate cookies for the Christmas program, play board games, have open gym, and have a 
fun gift exchange.  Please RSVP to Julie at 989-245-9095. 

 Advent meal:  The Youth Board is serving the December 11th  Advent meal.  We will have 
sloppy joes, pasta salad, chips, and dessert.  Both high school and junior youth are invited to help 
with set up, serving, and take down.  We also ask all youth to provide a dessert of some sort, cook-
ies, bars, etc.  Please contact Julie Neumann for any questions.  There will be a sign up sheet in 
the narthex for helpers. 

December               12/6   – Junior Youth Hangout – After school until 5:00 pm 
   12/7 – Christmas Walk 
   12/11—Advent Meal  
   12/15 – Youth Christmas Cookies/Gift Exchange 
January   1/10—Junior Youth Hangout – After school until 5:00 pm 
February   2/7 – Junior Youth Hangout –After school until 5:00 pm 
    2/26—Ash Wednesday Meal 
March   3/13 – Junior Youth Hangout – After school until 5:00 pm  
   3/28-3/29 Junior Youth Gathering in Ann Arbor 

April  4/12 – Easter Breakfast 

July  7/15 – Cedar Point   

** events subject to change**   
 

LIVE NATIVITY: Immanuel Frankentrost is seeking cast members for this year’s Living Nativity. The majority of the cast roles have no specific 
speaking parts and can suit kids and adults of all ages. No experience is needed, but children in eighth grade and younger must be accompa-
nied by an adult in the cast. The event is at Immanuel Frankentrost on December  6th-8th. If you are interested in participating, please contact 
Natalie Schaeff at 989.233.5340 or natalie.schaeff@gmail.com.  
 

 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY would like to thank all who met the challenge in helping us with the Wellspring Secure Sleep and Duffel Bag Programs.  The 
box is overflowing and the children who receive these precious items from you will be blessed.   These items were delivered last week to Well-
spring Family and Child Services.   They  are so happy to receive them.    God’s blessings to you!     
 
WHAT’S TROUBLING YOU?  Is someone you know battling Alzheimer’s or alcoholism?  Has someone dear to you been diagnosed with can-
cer?  For a few encouraging words, please check out the tract racks in the narthex.  You are not alone in your battles.  Our Lord is waiting for you 
to talk to Him.  
 
FREE CPR CLASS: Trinity wants to get more people CPR certified and has the unique opportunity of having a free CPR class. The only catch is 
we need about 20-25 people to sign up.  If you are interested, please sign up in the narthex.  
 
AMAZON will donate 0.5% of your purchases to Trinity if you #StartWithaSmile. Go to http://smile.amazon.com and select Trinity Lutheran 
Church as your charity. Then remember to always shop at http://smile.amazon.com instead of http://www.amazon.com. It is easy and does not 
cost anything to participate. 
 
COLLEGE STUDENTS IN MICHIGAN: If you have or  know of a student attending college in the fall, please contact the church office 868-
9901.  
 

Trinity Happenings Continued 

mailto:jneumanncpa@yahoo.com
mailto:nschaeff@peacesaginaw.org
http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com
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Advent Devotions 
  We are again in the Advent season when we give special attention to preparing our hearts for the Christ Child.  Do you or your 
family do anything special to prepare for that special time?  If you do, that is great.  If not, would you like some ideas to assist in 
this preparation?  There are two main traditional advent customs: 
 
THE ADVENT CALENDAR :  Various styles are available.  There are 25 numbered doors or windows.  One is to be opened each 
day starting December 1st.   Behind each door is a verse or picture that is related to the Christmas story.  Of course, Jesus is seen 
on December 25th.   
THE ADVENT WREATH:  The Advent wreath may be the center of family worship.  The four blue candles represent the four 
weeks before Christmas. (Preparation for Christ on Christmas)  The one white candle in the middle is the “Christ” candle to be 
lighted on Christmas.  During family devotions the first week, light one blue candle. Each subsequent week another candle is lit. (If 
desired, a pink candle can be used for the third week symbolizing “joy”.)  One can be made very easily.  Four blue (or 3 blue 1 
pink) candles can be inserted into a 12” round piece of Styrofoam.  Lay evergreens around the candles on the Styrofoam. The one 
white candle goes in the middle of the wreath. 
SUGGESTED DEVOTION:    1) Light the Advent wreath 2) Advent song or prayer 3) Scripture reading 4) Discuss and explain the 
Scripture verse 5) Lord’s Prayer 
Suggested Scripture readings: 
First Week 
Sunday                 Genesis 3:15  Promise of the Savior to Adam and Eve 
Monday                 Genesis 12:1-3  Jesus promised to Abraham’s family 
Tuesday                 Isaiah 9:6                   Prophecy of Jesus with His names 
Wednesday               Micah 5:2                    Prophecy that Jesus will be born in Bethlehem 
Thursday                 Isaiah 7:14                   Jesus’ mother will be a virgin 
Friday                 John 3:16                  Summary of the Gospel 
Saturday                 Psalm 84:10                 Preparation for Sunday worship 
 
Second Week 
Sunday                 Psalm 24:7-10  Preparation to receive the Lord 
Monday                 Isaiah 25:9                   Promise that God will save us 
Tuesday                Jeremiah 23:5-6                 Prophecy of Jesus 
Wednesday              Isaiah 60:1-3                  Prophecy that Jesus will free us from sin’s darkness 
Thursday                Psalm 146:1-2  A verse of praise 
Friday                Isaiah 11:1-3                  Jesus will come from Jesse’s family 
Saturday                Psalm 65:4                  Preparation for Sunday worship 
 
Third Week 
Sunday  Isaiah 40:1-5  Prophecy that John the Baptist will prepare the hearts for Jesus 
Monday                 Malachi 3:1-3  John the Baptist will come 
Tuesday                 Matthew 3:1-6  John the Baptist preaching 
Wednesday               Luke 1:26-35  The annunciation 
Thursday                 Luke 1:38                    Mary believes the angel 
Friday                 Luke 1:46-56  Mary’s song 
Saturday                Psalm 122:1                   Preparation for Sunday worship 
 
Fourth Week 
Sunday  Luke 2:1-7                  THE CHRISTMAS STORY                  
Monday  Luke 2:8-14                                                                           
Tuesday                  Luke 2:15-18 
Wednesday Luke 2:19-20 
Thursday                  Luke 2:1-20 
Friday  Matthew 1:18-35                                                                                           


