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From the Pastor:

The Sign of the Cross in Ashes and Water
The Season of Lent begins in a very sobering way. Part of the Ash Wednesday Service
is the Imposition of Ashes, made in the sign of the cross upon our foreheads, reminding
us, “from dust you are, to dust you shall return”. It’s somewhat ironic that this year it
happens to fall on what many would think is a very “happy” day: February 14th, St. Valentine’s Day. When you think of Valentine’s Day, you usually think of flowers, candy,
and hearts. This year we will also have ashes on our minds!
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“Teaching About CHRIST, Leading To CHRIST, Caring Like CHRIST.”
Thank You To All The Volunteers Who Make This Newsletter Possible And To All The Members Of Trinity Who So
Willingly Give Of Their Time And Talents To Serve Their Lord In Various Capacities!
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The Ashes identify us as sinners who do indeed await death. We can try all we want,
we can exercise, eat healthy, stay away from the things that are bad for us, but while
maybe we might succeed in prolonging our lives a little, we do know the reality: a grave
awaits us all. As a pastor, placing ashes on foreheads is always difficult, and not just
because it can be messy and sometimes I might accidently have a little extra ash fall off
my thumb and onto your cheeks (or worse, eyelids…sorry about that!). It reminds me
that every person who comes through our doors is indeed a sinner, and that “the wages
of sin is death (Romans 6:23); everyone who receives that cross of ash is a sinner who
will one day have a funeral. “From dust you are and to dust you shall return.”
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Thanks be to God that is not the end! Yes, our identity is that of a sinner and the
cross of ash on our foreheads reminds us of that, but you are also more than a
sinner marked for death. Your true identity is that of a Christian who has been
baptized and marked for life. In your baptism service, it is very likely the pastor
said these words: “receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your forehead and
upon your heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.” In your
baptism service, water was placed upon that same head that now receives the
cross of ash, and these words were spoken: “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Yes, the ash cross reminds us of our sin, but that cross does not stay. When you
leave the service, you wash it off. Far better though, are the waters of Baptism.
They did not simply wash away a stain. They did not simply wash away a reminder of your sin. As we confess in the Small Catechism: “Certainly not just water, but
the word of God in and with the water does these things [i.e., “works forgiveness of
sins, rescues from death and the devil and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare] along with the faith which
trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving
water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul
says in Titus, chapter three: ‘He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become
heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” [Titus 3:5-8].
Yes, the ashes show our identity as sinners, but your identity is not found in your
sin any longer. Your identity is that of an heir, a child of God who receives the inheritance of life and salvation through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
Reminder about Lenten Midweek Services
Lenten Midweek Services will begin on Wednesday, February 14 th as we celebrate
Ash Wednesday. They will continue every Wednesday night until Holy Week. Services will be at 5:00pm and 6:30pm, with a meal served between services each
night.
Board of Elders
Deaths:
1(Edna Kopischke)
Transfer Out:
1
Baptisms:
1 (Daniel Karkanen)
Confirmation:
0
Releases:
0
Affirmation of Faith:
0
Transfer in:
0
Membership as of 12-31-2017: Baptized 1044
Communicant
849
Associate 13

Trinity Lutheran Fish Fry
Friday, March 2, 2018
989-868-4501
11:30am-1:30pm
Take out/Dine-In
4:00pm-7:00pm
(Or until gone)
Trinity Lutheran gym
9858 North St. Reese, MI
3 & under – Free
4-7 - $5.00
8-up/take-out -$10.00
Menu
Baked/Fried fish
Chicken strips
Corn
Coleslaw
Fries/Au gratin
Pies
Rolls
Proceeds towards: school improvements/Conferences
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Welcome the New

Trinity Happenings

Boards, Committees & Groups(2018)

Please pick up your copy of the Birthdays and Anniversaries calendar in the Narthex.
SUPERBOWL SNACKS & TREATS: Support the 7th & 8th grade class as they head to Washington D.C. by buying snacks and
treats for the ‘Big Game’ on Sunday, February 4th.
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL will have rehearsal February 1st at 6:30 pm to prepare for singing in church on Sunday, is February 4th & February 14th. Please contact Karen Keup for more information (989-777-8321) or kvkeup@juno.com.
FELLOWSHIP BINGO NIGHT: Join us on February 22nd & March 22nd for BINGO from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Bring your own
beverage and a snack to share. We look forward to seeing everyone since we had such a good time at the church picnic. For
more information call or text Heather Haller at 989-293-4913.
TRINITY’S SOCIAL MINISTRY EUCHRE FUN: Join us once again to play an afternoon of Euchre. Sunday, February
25th, March 18th, and April 15th. 1-4 arrive at 12:45 pm four hand Euchre– any age is welcome that plays Euchre. Cost: $3
Watch for a sign-up sheets in the Narthex. Please make sure to sign up so we have a correct amount for tables. Questions
please call Nancy Bauer 868-4576
WELLSPRING FAMILY & CHILDREN SERVICES DIAPER & BABY ITEM COLLECTION: Please join social ministry in
helping others who need assistance this time of year. Donations for diapers or gifts of diapers, blankets, onesies, bibs, bottles
or outfits are most appreciated. Thank you for your gift. If you have questions, please call Nancy Bauer at 868-4576.
UPDATE ON THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS: Thanks to all Thrivent members who designated $115.00 for Trinity in December. So far this fiscal year, July-December, Trinity received $1605.00. If you haven’t done so yet, please designate your
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Trinity soon.
SISTERS-IN-SPIRIT invites you to crochet Dishcloths for Missions. Join us on Friday, March 9th at 6:30 p.m. in Meeting
Rooms 1 & 2. We will be learning how to crochet dishcloths and donate them to local missions. Grade school age through
adults are welcome. NO skills are necessary. “H” crochet hooks are preferred. Bring $5 if you would like to join in a pizza
buffet. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.

Area Happenings
SWISS STEAK DINNER (Country Store & Bake Sale) at Trinity-St. James Lutheran Church in Munger is February 11th. Time:
11:30 am—2:00 pm or sold out. Donation: Adults $10.00, Children 6-12 $6.00, children 5 & under eat free. Take-outs are available.
IT’S VALLEY’S 40th ANNIVERSARY YEAR & 15th ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF OUR VLHS BENEFIT DINNER & AUCTION! Our theme is “Caribbean Nights.” Please save the date for Saturday, February 24th, at Apple Mountain Conference Center. Your support has impacted Valley Lutheran with improvements in programs, equipment, transportation, physical school
improvements, and most importantly STUDENT AID. Thank you for your past support of VLHS! We could use your help again.
We are asking for items to be donated for bid (merchandise, tickets, services, vacation homes,gift cards, etc.). There are also
opportunities to participate by way of prayer, advertising, sponsorship, or attending the auction. Click on our auction
link www.vlhsauction.com for more information and check out our often-updated list of items. Watch your bulletin and/or church
message board for registration brochures. For further information or questions, you may call Valley Lutheran at 790-1676, Beth
(Lambert) Kaul 989-754-5918 bkaul@vlhs.com or Karrie Gatza 989-415-6776 Karriekookies@aol.com.
TEACHER POSITION: Valley Lutheran High School is seeking a teacher to teach in and provide leadership for the theology department and the spiritual development of the school family. The ability to lead an extra-curricular activity is also desirable. The ideal candidate will be an ordained or commissioned minister of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod with interest and
experience planning and teaching lessons. The position begins August 1th, 2018. Applicants may send a resume’ with references and a cover letter to Dr. John Brandt, Valley Lutheran High School, 3560 McCarty, Saginaw MI 48603 or by e-mail at
jbrandt@vlhs.com. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. For further information call Dr. Brandt at 989-7901676.
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Bertha Cheshire
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School Lunch Menu—

Trinity Lutheran Church
Honor Roll
Honor Roll All A’s (An A on every subject from Spanish to Algebra/Math)
Grace Brown
Claire Neumann
Aubrey Putman
Abigail Burhop
Clara Grimpo
Dominic Putman
Michael Hughes
Emma Wendland
Honor Roll (85% and higher)
Cody Rau
Nicole Raymond
Cameron Castle
Olivia Grimpo
Bradley Haubenstricker
Joel Laursen
Ryan Hess
Elizabeth Hill
Kyle Ratajczak
Abbie Laursen
Ruthie Schaap
Kendra Ratajczak
Mason Weiss
Miranda Urbanczyk
Alanna Bull

Youth Group News:
High School Bible Study and Youth Night
We are always looking for people to help on the Board of Youth. It doesn’t have to
be a full commitment. If you have an idea for an activity and would like to help
plan that one event, please contact Pastor Burhop or Mike Reinert. We would
love to have some new ideas .
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February
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1
Grilled ham
and cheese

Friday

Saturday

2
3
Chicken enchiladas & Spanish
rice

4

5
Pancakes & sausage

6
Beef taco bar

7
Homemade
pizza

8
9
Chicken noodle Baked chicken
soup, grilled
cheese

10

11

12
Cereal bar

13
Chinese chicken
stir fry

14
Nacho supreme
bar

15
Chicken and
rice casserole

16
Hamburger
gravy

17

18

19 NO SCHOOL

20
Chicken strips

21
Homemade
pizza

22
Hamburger
bar

23
Spaghetti w/
meat sauce

24

25

26
Waffle bar

27
Chicken pot pie
w/veggies

28
Nacho supreme
bar

Fun Fact about February:

February frequently occurs in lists of the most commonly misspelt words in the English language.
February is the only month that can pass with no full moon. This will next occur in 2018.
In the USA, February is National Pet Dental Health month. It is also Hot Breakfast month.
The Welsh call February “y mis bach” which means “little month”.
In the Southern Hemisphere February is a summer month the equivalent of August.
1st week of February: African Heritage & Health Week
3rd Weekend of February: National Margarita Weekend
American Heart Month
Bird-Feeding Month
Black History Month
Canned Food Month
Cherry Month
National Children’s Dental Health Month
Creative Romance Month

Hot Breakfast Month
Potato Lovers Month
Return Shopping Carts to the Supermarket Month
Snack Food Month
Grapefruit Month
Chocolate Lovers Month
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – February 2018
“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sakes He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:89).
Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians
8:7). In other words, just as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy
Spirit through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same
Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore,
just one more thing to check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs
us of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.

In Our Continued Prayers
Continued Prayer:
David Hughes, Leona Otto, Mark Otto, Jim Sahr, Julianne Scherzer,
Jeanette, Edward Schrader
Prayer Request:
David Hughes, Mark Otto, Leona Otto, Julianne Scherzer, Roy Krauss, Art Hope,
Cindy Houghtaling, Payton Matzke,
Heather Livingston & her family, Brian Fowler
Shut-ins:
Betty Bender, Jennifer Elbers, Iva Greenleaf, Richard Gulliver,
Helen Reif, Beneva Schemm
Military:
Spencer Elbers (Mary Ann Mossner’s nephew, stationed in Qatar) 379 ELRS/LGRDDO Unit 61213, APO/AE 09309-1213
Justin Guerrero (stationed in Alaska) 2354 Central Ave. Unit 21, Eielson, AFB AK 99072
Brandon Bierlein, (Dyess AFB) Texas, 7 Queen Annes Lace, Abilene, TX 79606
Addresses:
Helen Reif, 5750 Sheridan Road, Unionville, Michigan 48767
Please inform the office if you know of anyone else who should be added to this list.

Memorials & Honors
In Honor of:

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in giving is a sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well.
Thus, St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though
He was rich, He became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation,
suffering, and death of our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church.

Thank you

Since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward
the gracious work of the church.

Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. If you find that your heart
has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend
Bible Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the Divine Service.
Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. This will
strengthen your faith and knowledge, and where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel, also.
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Childcare
Childcare is looking for a couple of Thrivent members to
sponsor us. We need a new table and refrigerator for our infant room. If anyone can help us with a refrigerator, please
let us know. We appreciate any and all help.

Pre-School News
Preschool 4’s
We are proud to be a part of a Lutheran School. We just celebrated Lutheran Schools last week and we had fun every
day wearing crazy clothes, and having morning devotions in the gym. Love it!!
Our theme for the month is love, of course, and also mail. We will be writing letters to others. We are learning to write
the words Mom and Dad.
Mr. Jj collects junk.
Mr. Yy is very tired. He yawns and yawns all day. We are going to have a pajama day where we come to school in pajamas and eat breakfast in school. Yummy!
Mr. Xx is all wrong. His body parts are all mixed up. We also have wrongs (sins) and God sent His Son Jesus to take our
sins. away
We are learning all about the Lord’s Prayer. We are making a Lord’s Prayer book.
Preschool 3’s
We are learning how to be a nice friend, how to say nice words and how to take turns and share.
“I’m a Little Teapot” has us pretending to have a tea party with our friends.

Pat-a-Cake rhyme has us decorating cakes for our friends. We are learning what an initial is.
Wee Willy Winkie wears his pajamas as he runs through town. We are having a pajama day at school.
Old King Cole was a merry old soul. We will play music, and fill bowls with good food.
We will have a Valentines’ Day Party with valentines. We like passing out things to our friends.
Afternoon Enrichment Kids
We love when we have special visitors come to school to tell us about their jobs. If you would like to share information
about your job, let Ms. Wheeler know. We are figuring out how to locate something by moving left, right, up and
down.
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:
January was a fun and exciting month to be in school, ending with Lutheran
Schools Week. Ms. Wheeler helped put together a great LSW and the teachers
ended the week with a pancake brunch for all those who came for the 9:30 am
service. The students visited Wellspring, Immanuel Frankentrost for a joint service
with St. Michaels, and some of our students tried their hand at Snowfest out in
Frankenmuth. We had lots of fun!
This month we will be having a Science Curriculum Night on Wednesday, February 28th, between the Lenten service in the classrooms. This event is one that we
hope people attend to see the neat things our students are doing in their science
classes. The fish fry is coming up on March 2nd as well. We will be needing volunteers and pies like last year. If you are willing or able to help, please check the
narthex for a sign-up sheet.
We will be having a Special Person’s Day and other fun things coming around in
March and April so keep on the look-out.
Thanks for your continued prayers and support throughout this school year,
Thanks for continuing to support the school and the students who attend here. It is a special place. God
Bless! Levi

School office hours:
School Hours 7:30 am –3:30 pm
DATES TO REMEMBER:
2/1 A Basketball @ St. Paul 4:45 pm
2/3 -2/4 A Basketball @ St. Lorenz
2/10 C Basketball Vs St. Lorenz
2/12 C basketball @ Peace
2/12 A Basketball vs @ Holy Cross
2/14 Ash Wednesday
2/15 2/17 A Basketball TCLL Tournament
2/19 No School
INTERESTED IN TRINITY? ALL you need to do is fill out the registration form and pay the $50.00/per child deposit. (This deposit is put toward your Educational Fees.). Please see Levi Bringold or Shannon Britton for forms
and if you have any questions. (989)868-4501 Registration information is available in the office or online at
www.trintyreese.org .

Many of you who purchase scrip do not have a completed registration
form on file. To update the records and to make sure the scrip money
earned is being designated to the right account, we are asking that
members complete an updated registration form. The next time you
purchase scrip please update your registration form also. Registration forms are located on the scrip table across from the mail boxes.
Any questions please call Heidi Bernreuter.

We would love to have you come for a visit.
Please continue to keep Trinity Church/School in your prayers
so we continue to be A GREAT, JOYful PLACE TO GROW in 2017-18!
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Hear the Word

Worship Anew
February 2018
th

February 4 , 2018 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Psalm: 103:1-5; Old Testament: Isaiah 40:28-31; Gospel:
Mark 1:29-39
“Like Eagles” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 40:28-31 – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
At times we are wearied by life’s challenges, and find it difficult to move forward,
but there is One who never gets tired, who is almighty, who understands our situation. He loves us, and has saved us, and will renew our strength so that we can
soar “like eagles.”
February 11th, 2018 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Psalm: 50:1-6; Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12-13; 4:1-6; Gospel: Mark 9:2-9
“You Sure Look Different” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:2-9 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When a person’s appearance changes we take note. If it is for the good, we look
for good news. If it is for the bad, we look for bad news. Jesus’ appearance
changed for the good. What news does Jesus have for us?
February 18th, 2018 – First Sunday in Lent
Psalm: 25:1-10; Epistle: James 1:12-18; Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
“Contrasting Adams” - Sermon Text: Mark 1:9-15 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege
Adam, God’s created son, failed in every way; he succumbed to the temptation
of Satan and ate of the forbidden tree, bringing the curse upon paradise, making
it into a wilderness. For us, God’s beloved Son became the Second Adam; He
entered the wilderness of man’s fallen world, He overcame Satan’s temptations,
and by obediently going to the tree of the cross and rising from the dead, paradise is restored for mankind.
February 25th, 2018 – Second Sunday in Lent
Psalm: 22:23-31; Epistle: Romans 5:6-11; Gospel: Mark 8:27-35
“What’s Your Final Answer?” - Sermon Text: Mark 8:29 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Sundays 11:30 am WAQP-DT 49
WAQP Charter Cable 2
Direct-TV Channel 377
Tuesdays 7:00 pm Charter Cable 191 (Public Access
Frankenmuth)

The Lutheran Hour, with speaker Rev. Gregory Seltz, can be heard Sundays on WSAM1400AM at 8:30 a.m., 10:08 a.m. on WMIC 660 radio stations, XM”s Family Talk Radio 170 at
1:00 p.m. or podcast at http://www.lhm.org/podcasts/. You can receive daily devotions
written by Pastor Ken Klaus at www.lhm.org/dailydevotions.asp. Services from Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Bay City immediately follow the Lutheran Hour on WSAM-1400AM.
th

February 2018

February 4
“Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?”
There’s much in science that witnesses to God. Dr. Meyer says telescopes and
microscopes can further evangelism more than soap boxes.
(Isaiah 40:21-31 (The almighty God of all creation))
February 11th
“Was Blind, But Now I See”
Would you rather be blind or visioned? That’s an easy one, but how does a
spiritually blind person become seeing?
(2 Corinthians 4:3)
February 18th
“Pay Attention to What You Hear (Mark 4:24) “
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Lent calls us to take deep into our being the life-changing words of God. The
result? Obedience, changes in desires, and blessings.
(James 1:12-18)
February 25th
“Living and Dying”
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Looking at sinful mankind, Jesus found that for which He was willing to die,
and to live. Are we willing to do the same?
(Romans 5:1-11)
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